
BIOSECURITY 
ADDENDUM

A supplementary instrument to the AgriSA Farm Access Protocol. 
This Addendum expands and operationalises the biosecurity requirements of the Protocol. 
It does not amend, replace, or supersede any provision of the Protocol.

L I V E S T O C K
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Preamble
and Purpose

This Biosecurity Addendum supplements the AgriSA Farm Access Protocol to operationalise the biosecurity provisions and 
supports consistent implementation across all farm types and access conditions. The Addendum does not alter the Protocol. 
Where the two appear to conflict, the Protocol prevails. The Addendum fills gaps and adds operational detail what the Protocol 
does not cover in full.

Every person or vehicle that enters a farm is a potential disease vector, therefore, biosecurity is not an administrative formality, 
it is a shared responsibility carried by everyone who accesses agricultural premises. Sound routine practice protects animals 
against the endemic and production-limiting diseases that effect farm output. The measures in this Addendum therefore apply 
at all times, not only when a disease has been declared. No person is exempt from the biosecurity requirements herein on the 
grounds of rank, urgency, or institutional affiliation.
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Definitions, Glossary 

and Disease List

Term Definition

Biosecurity
Preventive and risk-management measures designed to reduce the introduction, establishment, 
and spread of infectious disease agents, pests, and other biological hazards on agricultural 
premises.

Biosecurity level
A designated risk category (Standard, Elevated, or Critical) indicating the applicable protocols for 
the farm at any given time. See Section 4.

Controlled Animal Disease

A disease listed as a controlled animal disease in terms of the Animal Diseases Act 35 of 1984. 
Controlled diseases are subject to official control measures imposed by the competent veterinary 
authority, and many are listed diseases of the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH). Any 
incidence or suspected incidence must be reported to the State Veterinarian. 

Controlled zone
A geographically defined area established by the competent veterinary authority around a 
confirmed or suspected disease outbreak, within which movement of animals, persons, and 
vehicles is restricted or prohibited.

Decontamination
The removal or neutralisation of biological contaminants from persons, vehicles, equipment, and 
materials using approved disinfectants or physical cleaning procedures.

Farm Biosecurity Officer
A person designated by the farm operator to oversee biosecurity compliance at the entry point 
and during farm operations.

Movement permit
An official document issued by the competent veterinary authority authorising movement of 
persons, animals, or vehicles within or through a controlled zone.

Notifiable Animal Disease
A disease specified as notifiable in terms of the Animal Diseases Act 35 of 1984. Are diseases 
which, when they occur upon farm premises, must be notified to the State Veterinary and relevant 
Government Body. 

Perimeter
The defined outer boundary of the production area, formed by a fence in good repair or a natural 
barrier, that separates the farm from surrounding land and controls the points at which people, 
vehicles, and animals may enter.

Personal Protection Equipment 
(PPE)

Personal Protective Equipment includes, as a minimum, clean overalls, appropriate footwear, and 
gloves. Respiratory protection is required where aerosol or zoonotic risk is present.

Stand-down period
A defined interval, also known as downtime, during which a person who has been in contact 
with animals at another premises must avoid contact with susceptible animals on the farm. The 
interval allows the risk of carrying disease onto the farm to decline.

Vector
A living organism, such as a tick, mosquito, midge, fly, or rodent, that carries and transmits a 
disease agent between animals.

Visitor
Any person not permanently employed or resident on the farm who seeks or is granted access to 
agricultural premises.

Zoonotic disease
Diseases communicable between animals and human beings and which may have passed 
through intermediate hosts such as ticks, mosquitoes, midges etc. 
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The diseases below are the controlled and notifiable animal diseases listed in terms of the Animal Diseases Act 35 of 1984. 
Any incidence or suspected incidence of any of these diseases must be reported to the local State Veterinarian without delay. 
Where the State Veterinarian cannot be reached, the Provincial Director of Veterinary Services must be notified. The reporting 
duty aligns with the WOAH Terrestrial Animal Health Code, Chapter 1.1 (notification of diseases).

Controlled animal diseases Notifiable animal diseases

Any animal disease or infectious agent not known to occur in South Africa

African horse sickness (AHS)

African swine fever (ASF)

Anthrax

Aujeszky’s disease

Bacterial kidney disease (in fish)

Bovine contagious pleuropneumonia (CBPP)

Bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE)

Brucellosis (Brucella abortus, B. melitensis, B. canis, B. suis)

Classical swine fever (CSF)

Contagious equine metritis (CEM)

Contagious haemopoietic necrosis (in fish)

Contagious pancreatic necrosis (in fish)

Corridor disease (buffalo disease)

Dourine

East Coast fever

Equine infectious anaemia (EIA)

Equine viral arteritis (EVA)

Equine influenza (EI)

Foot-and-Mouth Disease (FMD)

Glanders

Haemorrhagic septicaemia (in fish)

Johne’s disease

Nagana (trypanosomiasis)

Newcastle disease

Notifiable avian influenza

Porcine reproductive and respiratory syndrome (PRRS)

Psittacosis

Rabies

Rinderpest

Salmonella Enteritidis

Salmonella Gallinarum (fowl typhoid)

Salmonella Pullorum (bacillary white diarrhoea)

Scrapie

Sheep scab

Skin conditions in sheep

Swine vesicular disease

Tuberculosis (in all animals)

Bluetongue

Bovine malignant catarrhal fever (snotsiekte)

Lumpy skin disease

Rift Valley fever

Strangles

Swine erysipelas

Source: Directorate Animal Health, Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development. List of controlled and notifiable animal diseases in terms of 
the Animal Diseases Act 35 of 1984, dated 30 October 2023. Controlled and notifiable status is amended from time to time by the competent veterinary authority. 
Always confirm the current list with the State Veterinarian.
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Core Biosecurity 
Principles

The following principles govern all biosecurity requirements in this Addendum.

•	 Prevention over response: Controls must be applied before a disease event, not after signs of disease 
appear.

•	 Universal application: No visitor is exempt. Requirements depend on the farm’s biosecurity level and the 
area being accessed, not the visitor’s identity or status.

•	 Proportionality: Biosecurity measures must match the level of risk, the purpose of access, and the area 
being entered.

•	 Documentation: Every measure applied or waived must be recorded in the Farm Access Register. An 
undocumented waiver is not valid.

•	 Shared responsibility: The farm operator establishes biosecurity requirements. Every visitor is personally 
responsible for complying with them.

Biosecurity 
Levels
The three-tier biosecurity level system set out in of the Farm Access Protocol is applied in this Addendum. 
This Addendum provides additional guidance on the trigger conditions and obligations for each level.

Level Designation Trigger conditions Core obligations

1 Standard
Normal conditions. No confirmed disease in 
the district. No elevated national alert.

Standard entry logging. Footwear disinfection, vehicle 
and visitor declarations, and, disinfection of vehicle tyres, 
wheel arches and other visibly contaminated surfaces 
before entry.

2 Elevated
Disease suspected or confirmed in the 
district. National disease alert issued. 
Heightened import risk.

Full vehicle decontamination. Mandatory PPE in all 
production areas. Mandatory biosecurity declaration. 
Restricted visitor access.

3 Critical
Disease confirmed on or adjacent to the 
farm. Movement control zone active. State 
Veterinarian directive issued.

No non-essential access. Movement permits required. 
Full decontamination. State Veterinarian coordination 
mandatory. 

The farm operator must display the current biosecurity level at the farm entry point and communicate any level change to 
AgriSA, the relevant commodity organisation, and neighbouring farms and state veterinarian services within 24 hours. All level 
declarations must be retained in writing.

3
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Entry 
Controls

5.1   Entry point requirements

Each farm should identify and manage a designated entry point appropriate to its production system, disease risk 
and available infrastructure. At a minimum, the designated entry point should:

Be supplied with a current Farm Access Register and Biosecurity Visitor Declaration Forms.

Be secured by a gate, barrier or other suitable access-control measure when no farm representative is present.

Channel visitors and vehicles through a clearly identified access point, using existing fences, gates, 
natural barriers or signage where appropriate.

Include hand-washing or hand-disinfection facilities, or an appropriate alternative, before visitors enter 
animal production areas.

Where warranted by the farm’s production system and biosecurity risk, additional measures may include:

A designated visitor parking area situated away from animal housing and production units.

Clean or disposable protective clothing and footwear for visitors.

Hand-disinfection facilities at the entrance to individual production buildings or high-risk areas.

Facilities for staff and visitors to shower and change into dedicated farm clothing before entering 
high-risk production units.

5
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5.2   Vehicle decontamination

Requirement Level 1 Level 2 Level 3

Vehicle and driver declaration Required Required Required

Previous farm visits declared 
(72 hours) Required Required Required

Wheel wash Recommended Required (livestock areas) Required (all vehicles)

Vehicle undercarriage spray Not required Required (transport vehicles) Required (all vehicles)

Vehicle contents inspection At discretion Required Required

 5.3   Personal decontamination and PPE

Requirement Level 1 Level 2 Level 3

Footwear disinfected at entry 
bath Required Required Required

Clean overalls or disposable 
coveralls Recommended Required (production areas) Required (all areas)

Gloves Required if animal contact Required Required

Respiratory protection Not required If aerosol risk Required

Boot covers or farm boots Recommended Required (production areas) Required (all areas)

Farm operators must provide PPE where the farm's biosecurity requirements exceed what a visitor could 
reasonably be expected to carry. Disputes about PPE provision must not prevent a visitor with a lawful statutory 

right of entry from completing their statutory function.
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5.4   Biosecurity check list

Display at every farm entry point. Complete for every visitor before granting access to production areas.

Requirement Level 1 Level 2 Level 3

Visitor identity verified and 
logged

Required Required Required

Purpose of visit recorded Required Required Required

Biosecurity declaration form 
completed

Discretion Required Required

Previous farm visits 
(72 hours) declared

Required Required Required

Footwear disinfected at entry 
bath

Required Required Required

Vehicle declared and logged Required Required Required

Wheel wash completed Recommended Required (livestock areas) Required (all vehicles)

Overalls or disposable coveralls 
worn

Recommended Required (production) Required (all areas)

Gloves worn for animal contact Required Required Required

Respiratory protection worn Not required If aerosol risk Required

Movement permit presented 
(if in controlled zone)

N/A N/A Required

Escort arranged Required Required Required

Access limited to stated 
purpose and areas

Required Required Required

5.5   Biosecurity declaration form

The Biosecurity Visitor Declaration Form (Annexure B of the Protocol) is required at Level 2 and Level 3, and at Level 1 at the 

discretion of the farm operator. Completed forms must be retained with the Farm Access Register for a minimum of three years.
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Movement controls 
on the farm

6.1   Zone-based movement

Farm operators should define and communicate a minimum of three zones for access management:

•	 Clean zone: Farm office, reception, and entry roads. Standard decontamination applies.

•	 Restricted zone: Livestock handling facilities, feed storage, treatment areas, and loading facilities. PPE 
required at all biosecurity levels.

•	 Biosecure zone: Intensive housing, quarantine camps, isolation areas, and breeding units. Access 
limited to essential personnel with full decontamination at all times.

Movement between zones must be authorised and recorded. Cross-contamination between zones is the primary internal 
biosecurity risk. This zone-based approach reflects the principles of zoning and compartmentalisation in the WOAH Terrestrial 
Animal Health Code, Chapter 4.4.

6.2   The 72-hour rule

Any visitor who has been on another farm, livestock market, abattoir, or agricultural premises within the preceding 72 hours 
represents an elevated biosecurity risk. The farm operator may:

•	 Require full vehicle decontamination before entry regardless of the current biosecurity level.

•	 Require a change of footwear and outer clothing before entry into production areas.

•	 Restrict the visitor to non-production areas pending satisfactory decontamination.

•	 Require a stand-down period and, where the production system warrants it, showering and a full change of 
clothing and footwear before any contact with susceptible animals.

6.3   Animal contact

•	 No visitor may handle, touch, or feed animals without explicit written authorisation from the farm operator.

•	 Veterinary professionals handling animals must comply with both the farm's biosecurity requirements and the standards 
of their professional registration body.

•	 Photographs or video of animals require prior consent and must not cause stress to the animals.

6
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6.4   Order of work and contact between groups

Internal workflow controls the spread of disease between groups of animals on the same farm. The following practices apply 
wherever animals are kept in more than one group, house, or camp.

•	 Attend the youngest and healthiest animals first, and the oldest, sick, or quarantined animals last.

•	 Carry out clean tasks, such as feeding and egg collection, before dirty tasks, such as removing manure or collecting dead 
animals.

•	 Change or disinfect footwear, and change or cover outer clothing, when moving between separate groups or houses 
where the production system warrants it.

•	 Do not share equipment between farms, or between separate groups on the same farm, unless it has been cleaned and 
disinfected first.

Disease Outbreak
Response

7.1   Immediate actions on suspicion of disease

•	 Isolate affected animals immediately.

•	 Contact the State Veterinarian without delay.

•	 Activate Level 3 biosecurity conditions with immediate effect, pending veterinary assessment.

•	 Suspend all non-essential access to the farm.

•	 Notify AgriSA and the relevant commodity organisation.

•	 Do not move any animals, animal products, or potentially contaminated materials off the farm without written veterinary 
authorisation. Dispose of carcasses and contaminated material only as directed by the State Veterinarian, consistent with 
WOAH recommendations on the disposal of dead animals.

MANDATORY: 

Animals may not be moved from a farm where a controlled or notifiable disease is suspected or confirmed without 
written authorisation from the competent veterinary authority.

7
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7.2   Access management during an outbreak

During a declared outbreak affecting the farm or surrounding controlled zone, access is governed by the State Veterinarian's 
directives. In the interim period before a formal directive is issued, access must be limited to: the farm operator and essential 
permanent staff; the State Veterinarian and delegated veterinary personnel; and emergency services where a risk to human 
life exists.

All visitors during this period must comply with full Level 3 decontamination. All access must be logged with the area visited, 
duration, and reason for access. Visitors with statutory access rights must be informed of the farm's disease status and must 
comply with all applicable movement permit requirements before entry.

7.3   Disease-specific considerations

Routine operational biosecurity is the first line of defence against disease. The diseases below are high-priority examples that 
warrant additional, specific attention. The full list of controlled and notifiable diseases, the incidence or suspected incidence of 
which must be reported to the State Veterinarian, appears in Annexure III:

Disease Key biosecurity considerations

Foot-and-Mouth Disease 
(FMD)

Strict movement control zone compliance. Movement permits required for all visitors in a 
controlled zone. Vehicles must be decontaminated with an FMD-effective disinfectant before 
entry and before departure. No livestock market or auction visits by any person intending farm 
access within 72 hours.

African Swine Fever (ASF)

Pig operations must apply minimum Level 2 conditions at all times regardless of declared disease 
status. No food waste or kitchen scraps on the premises. Persons who have been in contact with 
pigs at another premises within 24 hours must shower and change all clothing before entering 
pig production units.

Avian Influenza (AI)

A no-visitor policy for poultry production houses is the baseline. Wild bird contact must be 
declared. Full respiratory protection required when entering any poultry unit where AI is 
suspected. Mass mortality events must be treated as a potential AI incident until ruled out by the 
State Veterinarian.

Brucellosis
Significant zoonotic risk. Full PPE, including gloves, overalls, and eye protection, is required for 
any person assisting with calving, lambing, or handling aborted material. No raw milk may be 
removed from a Brucella-suspected premises.

Other notifiable diseases
The State Veterinarian's directives are authoritative. Farm operators must follow all movement 
control, decontamination, and access restriction measures imposed under the Animal Diseases 
Act 35 of 1984.
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Disinfectants and
Biosecurity Products

Farm operators must use disinfectants registered for agricultural use under the Fertilisers, Farm Feeds, Agricultural Remedies 
and Stock Remedies Act 36 of 1947. The following general requirements apply:

•	 Use only disinfectants registered for the specific disease risk. Efficacy varies by pathogen and product.

•	 Prepare solutions at the concentration and contact time specified by the manufacturer.

•	 Physically clean surfaces before chemical disinfection. Organic matter significantly reduces disinfectant efficacy.

•	 Refresh footbaths at the frequency specified by the manufacturer. A contaminated or exhausted footbath provides no 
protection.

•	 Maintain a disinfectant log at the entry point recording the product name, concentration, date of preparation, and date of 
last refresh.

•	 Consult the State Veterinarian for disease-specific disinfectant selection during any declared outbreak.

•	 Where hypochlorite is used as a general disinfectant, a concentration of 0.5 percent active chlorine is regarded as 
necessary for satisfactory disinfection. Check its activity before use, as effectiveness declines with prolonged storage. 
These practices follow the WOAH Terrestrial Animal Health Code, Chapter 4.14 (disinfection and disinsection).

Non-Compliance

Non-compliance with biosecurity requirements is a serious event. The following consequences apply:

•	 Refusal to decontaminate at the entry point: The visitor may be denied access to production areas. For 
visitors with statutory access rights, the farm operator must document the non-compliance and report it to 
the State Veterinarian and the visitor's employer.

•	 Violation of on-farm movement restrictions: Immediate removal from the restricted area and recording of 
the incident in the Farm Access Register.

•	 False or incomplete declaration: Grounds for permanent denial of access and referral to the visitor's 
employer and, where a disease risk has been created, to the State Veterinarian.

•	 Biosecurity breach causing actual damage: The farm operator is entitled to seek civil damages and to 
report the matter to the relevant authorities where criminal liability may arise under the Animal Diseases Act.

All biosecurity breaches must be reported to the State Veterinarian (where an animal disease risk exists), to AgriSA's Rural 
Safety Centre of Excellence, and to the visitor's employer or institution within 24 hours. A formal biosecurity incident report 
must be completed and retained with the Farm Access Register (see Annexure I of this Addendum).

8
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Farm Access Register
Record every person who enters the farm. Complete one row per visitor at the point of entry, and record the exit time on departure. Retain the register for a minimum of three years.
This register may be kept in hard copy or digitally, for example in a spreadsheet or a farm management system.

POPIA note: personal information must be securely stored and used only for legitimate farm management and safety purposes.

Date Time in Time out Name and Surname Organisation
Vehicle 

registration
Purpose

Areas 
accessed

Biosecurity 
level

Authority 
verified

(yes/no)

Biosecurity 
applied 

(yes/no)
Notes



14AgriSA Rural Safety Centre of Excellence  •  Controlled Document

B I O S E C U R I T Y  A D D E N D U M  -  L I V E S T O C K

Biosecurity Incident Report
Complete this form for any actual or suspected biosecurity breach. Retain with the Farm Access Register for a minimum of 
three years.

Field Details

Farm name

Date and time of incident

Biosecurity level at time of incident

Description of the breach

Areas of the farm exposed

Animals or production areas affected

Corrective action taken immediately

State Veterinarian notified (yes/no, time)

AgriSA notified (yes/no, time)

Relevant employer or authority notified 
(yes/no)

Name of Farm Biosecurity Officer 
completing this report

Signature and date
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Visitor Biosecurity Declaration Form
Every visitor must complete this form before entry. It is mandatory at Biosecurity Level 2 and Level 3, and applies at Level 1 at 
the discretion of the farm operator. The Farm Biosecurity Officer retains the completed form with the Farm Access Register for 
a minimum of three years.

Farm and visit details

Farm name

Farm owner or manager

Date

1.  Visitor details

Full name

Organisation

Identity number or official number

Vehicle registration

Contact number

2. Purpose of visit

Purpose of visit

3. Seven-day exposure declaration
In the past seven days, have you:

Exposure Yes No

Visited a farm with a confirmed Controlled or Notifiable disease?

Visited a high-surveillance zone (10 kilometre radius)?

Attended a livestock auction, feedlot, or abattoir in an affected area?

Visited more than one farm in a single day?

If you answered yes to any of the above, provide details:



16AgriSA Rural Safety Centre of Excellence  •  Controlled Document

B I O S E C U R I T Y  A D D E N D U M  -  L I V E S T O C K

4. Biosecurity confirmation
Tick to confirm that each measure has been met:

Vehicle cleaned and disinfected

Footwear disinfected

Clean overalls worn

No mixing of clean and contaminated clothing

No interaction with livestock unless authorised

I declare that the information provided above is true and correct, and that I will comply with all biosecurity requirements in 

force on this farm.

Visitor signature

Date

For office use: Farm Biosecurity Officer

Name

Biosecurity level at time of entry

Signature

Date
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