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PREAMBLE

The Rural Safety Strategy, as developed and applied by the South African 

Police Service, makes provision for the implementation of a protocol to 

manage access to farms, to support a safe farming environment.

The operational zone for the Defence Force and the police comprises the 

area from the borderline up to 10 km into South Africa.

In light of the high incidence of crime in rural farming areas and attacks on 

farm dwellers, the following groupings of visitors shall access farm property 

based on the arrangements set out herein.
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Security
services

This includes the South African Police Service and the South African National Defence Force.

1.1.	 Preferably by prior arrangement. This arrangement falls away if the land owner himself or the person in 

charge of the property is the subject of an action by the security services. *Arrangement reached in terms 

of an agreement with the police during May 2002.

1.2.	 In clearly marked vehicles and members of the security services, must wear uniforms.

1.3.	 Report immediately to the owner/or person in charge of the property when entering the property and 

show appointment certificate.

1.4.	 Inform the owner/or person in charge of the nature and duration of the proposed visit.

1.5.	 Land owners undertake to co-operate with security forces in the execution of their duties.

Other o�icials who in terms of statutory provisions 

have the power/right to access property to carry 

out their duties

This group includes inspectors of the Department of Labour, Home A�airs, Health, Agriculture, etc.

2.1.	 A prior arrangement/ appointment with or permission from the owner or person in charge of the 

property is essential to facilitate access.

2.2.	 When the property or premises is accessed, it must immediately be reported to the owner or the 

person in charge of the property.

2.3.	 The o�icial must identify him/herself properly; explain the nature of his/her business and how long he/

she would remain on the property.

2.4.	 The o�icial will not be able to undertake any tasks or actions other than those for which permission 

was granted.

2.5.	 If the o�icial does not succeed in making an appointment because he cannot make contact with the 

owner or person in charge of the property, or because the request for an appointment was denied, 

he/she should approach the local farmer association or provincial agricultural organisation or South 

African Police Service for assistance.

1
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Private person who in terms of statutory requirements 
may visit the farm

This includes people who, for example, have a right in terms of the Extension of Security of Tenure Act to visit 

occupiers on a farm.

3.1.	 Only per prior arrangement/appointment with the owner or person in charge of the property.

3.2.	 The visitor may only use the previously identified route to the farm worker houses or ancestral graves.

3.3.	 There must be a clear agreement regarding the duration of the visit.

3.4.	 The visitor may not undertake any activities other than those for which he/she had been granted written permission.

Private persons 
without statutory rights

This includes, for example, researchers, political organisers, union organisers, religious workers, etc.

4.1.	 Per arrangement to meet farm workers at a suitable public venue away from the farm.

4.2.	 Agricultural producers will make it possible for workers to attend such meetings, including the provision 

of transport, if practical, to the relevant venue.

4.3.	 Only in highly exceptional cases will the persons be allowed to access the property and then with a very 

explicit arrangement with the owner or person in charge of the property and subject to such conditions 

as may be prescribed.

3
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Burials 
on farms

This includes family members who wish to visit burial sites of ancestors buried on farms.

5.1.	 Only per prior and written permission and arrangement from the owner or person in charge of the 

property.

5.2.	 Written permission must state clear access and the route to the burial site to be followed.

5.3.	 There must be a clear arrangement regarding the duration of the visit as well as the number of people 

that will attend.

5.4.	 The visitors may not undertake any other activities than those which they have been granted written 

permission and they may not pollute the route to the site as well as the burial site.

5.5.	 These arrangements must be reasonable from both sides, preferably negotiated and reduced to writing. 
 

Visits to farms 
in the operational zone

This includes authorized members of the Defence Force, the police, government o�icials, contractors and private 

persons who wish to visit these farms and/or, persons with statutory rights to access such property.

6.1.	 A prior arrangement with the owner or person in charge of the property is essential to facilitate ease of access. A liaison 

structure should be establish between land owners and security services to facilitate this process. 

6.2.	 Government o�icials including security service members and contractors must be properly identified. Security service 

members must have an appointment certificate available at all times.

6.3.	 Vehicles used by o�icials shall be o�icial government vehicles, which should be easily identifiable. Vehicles of contractors 

shall be clearly marked as belonging to the contractor.

6.4.	 Persons visiting these properties will not undertake any tasks or actions other than those necessary in terms of statutory 

requirements or in the case of private persons and contractors, only actions which permission was granted for and 

polluting of the property will not be permitted.

6.5.	 The making of open fires is prohibited and will only be permitted with the express and written approval and conditions set 

out by the landowner.

6.6.	 Hunting of game and the collection of fire-wood is strictly prohibited and damage to the fauna and flora will not be 

permitted.

6.7.	 No interference with landowners or departmental locks will be permitted.

6.8.	 Landowners undertake to co-operate with persons who need to access farms in the operational zone in the execution of 

their duties. 

See annexure 1 for more information

5
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General 

7.1.	 Agricultural organisations and the broad farming community’s approach would be to stabilise the 

security situation using this modus operandi and will not use the protocol to unreasonably deny access 

to people who have a bona fide right to enter the property or who have requested access to the property.

7.2.	 O�icials and persons who wish to gain access to the property must understand the emergency situation 

which currently exists on farms and must not make themselves guilty of provocative or threatening 

behaviour, while access to farms shall be limited to what can reasonably be regarded as essential or 

desirable.

 

Notice 
board

The following notice board was accepted by AgriSA’s Provincial Chamber for use.

The notice board consists of two parts, namely a farm protocol section and a section reserved for a farm number. Both AgriSA’s 

group logo and the provincial organisation of AgriSA may be attached to the board.

7
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GUIDELINES FOR 
ACCESS TO FARMS 
ON THE RSA BORDER 

A N N E X U R E  1
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Foreword

The current access to private land bordering on the RSA and the International border on which specific government departments 

have to exercise their responsibilities is a matter of major concern to a�ected landowners as well as government departments.

Security and losses due to criminal activities on farms is extremely important to landowners who need to ensure that all the 

families and property on their farms are properly protected. Coupled to this, is the safety and security issue on farms which 

have highlighted the need to implement initiatives to control the movement of government o�icials, their contractors and 

persons requiring access to farms. This guide will assist government departments in facilitating access to farms through 

proactive communication and identification of o�icials and contractors in accordance with the AgriSA farm access protocol.

Although specific government departments have statuary rights to enter farms in order to patrol, maintain and to protect the 

integrity of the international border fence, it must always be remembered that as visitors they should pay appropriate respect to 

landowners and their interests at all times. The statutory rights of departments to access farm property to carry out their duty is

acknowledged.

Claims against government departments arising from inappropriate behaviour during visits can lead to strained relationships 

between all parties and should be avoided.

The annexure provides guidelines to be implemented to facilitate access to farms for government department o�icials, 

contractors (performing work on behalf of government departments) and private persons.

Guidelines to facilitate access to farms 
in the operational zone

A Provincial Liaison Committee should be established between the relevant parties to ensure sound stakeholder relationships. 

This committee should comprise of all relevant stakeholders and will meet on a regular basis to discuss all issues pertaining 

to access and communication channels regarding the international border. This committee should be used to develop a long-

term approach to enter especially game farms where amongst other, dangerous animals and scares species with a high value 

is being kept.

Special operations / SAPS / SANDF 
and other government institutions

Due to the nature of these operations it may be di�icult to inform all parties who might be a�ected. Government departments 

will endeavour to involve local organized agricultural structures in such operations in a manner that will contribute to the 

successful prevention of criminal activities, without endangering the lives of innocent persons and to promote co-operation

between stakeholders.
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Identification guidelines

All government o�icials will carry o�icial identity cards containing their photographs, indicating that they are employees. 

Landowners may verify the presence of government o�icials telephonically with the relevant and designated contact person. 

Government o�icials may only carry o�icial firearms issued to the individual o�icer.

Government contractors will carry identity cards displaying their photographs, indicating that they are contractors. Letters 

containing their contractual appointment as well as whom to contact will be given to each contractor.

Guidelines to deal with fences and gates

The climbing or crawling over or through fences without permission of the landowner is prohibited in terms of the Fencing Act 

(Act 31 of 1963) and visitors should take note of this section. Government Departments will provide their own locks to o�icials 

to be used in all cases and in such a manner that it securely locks the gate. Gates should be left as land owners intended. 

In order to assist with any possible claims, Government o�icials should keep a log of each gate that 

is used stating:

•	 The position of the gate with reference to a GPS position, gate number and farm name.

•	 The state in which it was found (open or closed);

•	 The time;

•	 The name and designation of the o�icial;

•	 Any other appropriate information (condition of locks, etc.).

Because dual-use is made of gates by government departments and landowners, each departmental lock shall be locked 

separately into the chainlink, separate from the landowners lock as to permit all parties to gain access without inconveniencing 

either party. No interference with landowners or departmental locks will be tolerated. The cutting of locks is strictly prohibited.

Guidelines for deploying helicopters

Where helicopters are deployed, care should be taken in conjunction with the responsible departmental o�icial and the 

landowner not to cause any disturbance or harm to livestock such as ostriches or other scares and expensive game species. 

Low flying over game farms should be avoided at all cost. Notice of aerial patrols should be communicated through the liaison 

committee in advance to ensure that all a�ected parties are informed.
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Guidelines to prevent damages during a visit

Any damage caused by o�icials to any gate, fence, or property shall be reported to the relevant o�icials of government 

departments and the landowner through established communication channels. Extreme care must be taken with fires and will 

only be permitted with the express and written approval and conditions set out by the landowner. Government o�icials and 

their contractors will at all times refrain from littering and must remove any refuse when leaving.

Guidelines to deal with fauna or flora

No fauna or flora including fire-wood will be collected or removed from any farm by a visitor without the written permission of 

the landowner, in which case cognisance will be taken of appropriate legislation pertaining to fauna and flora.

Access to game farms should be arranged with the appropriate landowners through the Liaison Committee because these 

farms have both dangerous as well as very expensive game. This will contribute to the safety of the visitor as well as the 

prevention of claims against government departments in the case of death or loss of expensive game. O�icials entering all 

farms may only carry o�icially issued fire-arms.

Owners of game farms should be encouraged to label farm gates with the following information:

•	 That it is a game farm housing dangerous animals

•	 Contact details of the owner

Guidelines pertaining to the use of roads

Government o�icials shall as far as possible only use the border line roads or the roads as determined and agreed upon with 

the landowner. Extreme care must be taken not to damage roads during the rainy season. The landowner’s permission shall 

be obtained for the use of any other roads. In all cases care shall be taken to not cause any damage in the process and driving 

through the veldt must be avoided as far as possible.
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Guidelines to deal with complaints

The Liaison Committee should be used to deal with all complaints. Relevant o�icials from government departments will keep a 

record of all complaints received from landowners regarding the conduct of o�icials when entering farms.

Local organised farmer associations will keep a record of all complaints received from government departments regarding the 

conduct of landowners.

All complaints must be investigated, addressed and closed to the satisfaction of the department, provincial agricultural 

organisations and the landowner.



BIOSECURITY 

ADDENDUM

A supplementary instrument to the AgriSA Farm Access Protocol. 

This Addendum expands and operationalises the biosecurity requirements of the Protocol. 

It does not amend, replace, or supersede any provision of the Protocol.

P L A N T
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B I O S E C U R I T Y  A D D E N D U M  -  P L A N T

Preamble
and Purpose

AgriSA’s Plant Biosecurity Addendum should be read in conjunction with the AgriSA Farm Access Protocol. The Addendum 

supports the legal framework established by the Plant Health (Phytosanitary) Act, 2024 by translating plant biosecurity 

requirements into practical measures that can be consistently implemented across di�erent farm types, crops and access 

conditions.

The Addendum does not alter the Protocol. Where the two appear to conflict, the Protocol prevails. It provides additional 

operational detail on matters not fully addressed in the Protocol.

On-farm biosecurity is the first line of defence against pests and diseases that threaten crops, livelihoods and access to 

markets. Every person and vehicle entering a farm may provide a pathway for the introduction or spread of a regulated pest. 

Biosecurity is therefore not merely an administrative formality, but a shared responsibility carried by everyone who accesses 

agricultural land.

Sound routine practices protect plants against pests and diseases already present in South Africa, as well as quarantine pests 

that the country seeks to keep out. The measures contained in this Addendum apply at all times and not only when a pest 

has been detected or an outbreak declared. No person is exempt from these requirements on the grounds of rank, urgency or 

institutional a�iliation.

1
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Definitions 

and Glossary List

Term Definition

Biosecurity
Preventive and risk-management measures designed to reduce the introduction, establishment, 

and spread of regulated pests, diseases, and weeds on agricultural land.

Biosecurity level
A designated risk category (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3A, Level 3B, Level 3C, or Recovery phase) 

indicating the protocols that apply to the farm at any given time. 

Neutralisation

The removal or sterilisation of soil, plant material, and other contaminants from persons, vehicles, 

equipment and tools through physical cleaning, registered disinfectants, or heat- or pressure-

based sterilisation, where applicable.

Farm Biosecurity O�icer 

Responsible Person

A person designated by / is the owner, manager, supervisor, security o�icer or other competent 

person formally designated by the farm operator to perform specified biosecurity functions.

Farm operator or designated 

responsible person

Implements access controls, provides appropriate facilities, keeps records, grants or refuses 

ordinary private access and manages internal corrective actions.

National Plant Protection 

Organisation of South Africa 

(NPPOSA)

The national body established under the Act that maintains the regulated pest status and 

coordinates phytosanitary measures for the country.

Pest
Any species, strain, or biotype of plant, animal, or pathogenic agent that is injurious to plants or 

plant products.

Pest-free area
An area in which a specific pest does not occur, as demonstrated by scientific evidence, and 

where this condition is being o�icially maintained.

Permit
An o�icial document issued under the Act authorising the movement, import, or export of 

regulated articles subject to specified conditions.

Phytosanitary measure
Any legislation, regulation, or o�icial procedure intended to prevent the introduction or spread of 

regulated pests.

Propagation material
Plant material such as seed, budwood, cuttings, or nursery trees used to grow new plants, which 

should be sourced from certified or verified pest-free stock.

Quarantine area
An area declared under the Act around a confirmed or suspected pest, within which the 

movement of plants, regulated articles, persons, and vehicles is restricted or prohibited.

Quarantine pest
A pest of potential economic importance to the area it endangers, that is not yet present there, or 

is present but not widely distributed and is being o�icially controlled.

Regulated area
An area into which, within which, or from which plants, plant products, and other regulated 

articles are subject to phytosanitary measures.

Regulated article
Any plant, plant product, storage place, packaging, conveyance, container, soil, or other object or 

material capable of harbouring or spreading pests, that is subject to phytosanitary measures.

2
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Term Definition

Regulated non-quarantine pest
A pest that is present, and whose presence in planting material a�ects its intended use with an 

economically unacceptable impact, and that is therefore regulated.

Regulated pest
A quarantine pest or a regulated non-quarantine pest controlled under the phytosanitary 

measures prescribed by the Act.

User of land
A person who owns, occupies, or is in control of land, and who bears the statutory duty to report 

and contain regulated pests found on that land.

2.1   Examples of High-Priority Regulated and Quarantine Plant Pests and Diseases

The pests listed below are high-priority examples for awareness.

Regulated pests present in South Africa High-priority quarantine pests to exclude

Citrus black spot (Phyllosticta citricarpa)

False codling moth (Thaumatotibia leucotreta)

Fall armyworm (Spodoptera frugiperda)

Polyphagous shot hole borer (Euwallacea fornicatus)

Goss's wilt (Clavibacter michiganensis subspecies nebraskensis)

Phytophthora species 

(including Phytophthora cinnamomi, P. nicotianae, and P. citrophthora)

Pythium species

Banana Fusarium wilt, Subtropical Race 4 

(Fusarium oxysporum f. sp. cubense STR4)

Macadamia felted coccid (Eriococcus ironsidei)

Wheat Blast (Magnaporthe oryzae pathotype Triticum)

Banana Fusarium wilt, Tropical Race 4 

(Fusarium oxysporum f. sp. cubense TR4)

Asian citrus greening, Huanglongbing 

(Candidatus Liberibacter asiaticus)

Asian citrus psyllid (Diaphorina citri)

Citrus canker 

(Xanthomonas citri subspecies citri)

Xylella fastidiosa

Karnal bunt (Tilletia indica)

Maize lethal necrosis disease

NOTE:

The pests and diseases listed above are high-priority examples for awareness and do not constitute a complete or 

current national list of regulated plant pests and diseases. Regulated status and control requirements may di�er 

according to the pest, crop, commodity, production area, pathway and intended use. Current requirements should 

be confirmed against the o�icial regulated-pest lists, notices and guidance issued by the competent authority or 

the National Plant Protection Organisation of South Africa.

Commodity-specific pest lists and control measures may be included in regularly updated annexures developed in consultation 

with the relevant commodity organisations.
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Core Biosecurity 
Principles

The following principles govern all the requirements in this Addendum.

•	 Prevention over response: Controls must be applied before a pest event, not after symptoms appear.

•	 Universal application: No visitor is exempt. Requirements depend on the farm's biosecurity level and the 

area being accessed, not on the visitor's identity or status.

•	 Proportionality: Measures must match the level of risk, the purpose of access, and the area being entered.

•	 Documentation: Every measure applied or waived must be recorded in the Farm Access Register. An 

undocumented waiver is not valid.

•	 Shared responsibility: The farm operator sets the biosecurity requirements. Every visitor is personally 

responsible for complying with them.

•	 Direction of flow: Movement runs from clean areas towards higher-risk areas and not back again, and never 

from an a�ected area into a clean one.

•	 Permanent and perennial tree crops: Orchards comprise long-lived plants, permanent root systems 

and substantial standing biomass, so permanent tree crops require production-system-specific biosecurity 

measures. The introduction of a regulated pest may cause prolonged economic, production and market-

access consequences. For perennial tree crops, prevention is significantly more cost-e�ective than 

eradication or long-term suppression.

3
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Biosecurity Levels  
and Governance

4.1   Governance and Allocation of Responsibilities

This Addendum operates across several layers of responsibility, ranging from private farm-level access control to statutory 

enforcement. The following table sets out who is responsible for implementing, verifying, auditing, or enforcing each type of 

requirement.

Role Responsibilities

Farm operator or designated 

responsible person

Implements access controls, provides appropriate facilities, keeps records, grants or 

refuses ordinary private access, and manages internal corrective actions.

Farm Biosecurity Responsible Person
Conducts routine checks, manages declarations and registers, coordinates on-farm 

responses, and reports incidents.

Visitor, employee, or contractor
Provides accurate information and complies with lawful access, hygiene, and movement 

conditions.

Visitor's employer or principal 

contractor

Trains personnel, supplies clean equipment and appropriate personal protective 

equipment, investigates repeated breaches, and implements contractual corrective 

action.

Commodity organisation

Provides commodity- and pest-specific guidance, alerts, training and diagnostic 

referrals, subject to their mandate, technical capacity, available resources and agreed 

industry arrangements.

AgriSA
Maintains the Addendum as an industry standard, coordinates national consultation, 

and receives appropriate aggregated implementation information.

Competent government authority, 

executive o�icer, and authorised 

o�icials

Exercise statutory powers, undertake o�icial inspections, issue permits or orders, 

declare regulated areas, and enforce statutory phytosanitary requirements.

Diagnostic laboratory or recognised 

technical panel

Supports pest identification and recommends technical measures, but does not declare 

a statutory quarantine unless formally authorised.

AgriSA and commodity organisations do not exercise statutory enforcement powers unless such powers have been formally 

assigned or delegated under applicable legislation.

4
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B I O S E C U R I T Y  A D D E N D U M  -  P L A N T

4.2   Biosecurity Levels

This Addendum applies a three-tier biosecurity level system, distinguishing routine operations and an elevated alert from three 

sub-categories of pest incident and a recovery phase. 

The farm operator must display the current biosecurity level at the farm entry point, and must communicate any change in level 

to the relevant commodity organisation, and neighbouring farms. Every activation, review, and downgrade must be recorded. 

Level Trigger criteria E�ective from & review Authority to activate / downgrade

Level 1 – 

Routine 

prevention

No verified elevated pest 

risk a�ecting the farm or its 

surrounds.

Default level. Reviewed at 

each surveillance cycle.
N/A – default level.

Level 2 – 

Elevated 

alert

O�icial pest alert, verified 

nearby detection, high-risk 

propagation activity, or other 

elevated pathway risk.

From when the risk is 

recorded. Reviewed weekly 

or on any change.

Activated by executive o�icer, NPPOSA, 

commodity alert, or farm risk assessment. 

Downgraded by farm operator/Farm 

Biosecurity Responsible Person once the risk 

lapses.

Level 3A – 

Suspected 

incident

Suspicious symptoms 

observed, pending diagnostic 

assessment.

Immediate on observation. 

Reviewed within 24–72 hours.

Activated by farm operator/Farm Biosecurity 

Responsible Person. Downgraded on diagnostic 

clearance.

Level 3B – 

Confirmed 

farm incident

Laboratory or authorised 

expert confirmation of a 

regulated pest on the farm.

From date of written 

confirmation. Reviewed at 

least monthly.

Pest identity confirmed by an authorised 

diagnostic laboratory. O�icial status declared, 

recorded, downgraded or withdrawn only by the 

executive o�icer following confirmed clearance.

Level 3C – 

O�icially 

regulated 

area

Farm falls within an area 

o�icially declared regulated 

or quarantined under the Act.

From date of the o�icial 

order. Reviewed per the 

order, at least annually.

Activated and downgraded by executive o�icer, 

by o�icial order.

Recovery 

phase

Downgrade or release criteria 

for the exited level have been 

met.

From date of release notice. 

Monitored until full release.

Executive o�icer, in consultation with the 

diagnostic laboratory or technical panel.
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Entry 
Controls

5.1   Minimum Level 1 Controls

The following Minimum Level 1 controls provide a practical, risk-based baseline that should be adapted to the size, 

layout and operational circumstances of each farm:

•	 A clearly identified primary access point 

•	 Visitor and contractor sign-in

•	 Visible biosecurity signage

•	 Designated parking or vehicle-exclusion rules

•	 Removal of visible soil and plant debris

•	 Prohibition on unauthorised plant material

•	 Clean footwear 

•	 Basic tool hygiene

•	 Clear reporting instructions

•	 A risk-based entry assessment 

5.2   Enhanced Level 2 Controls

The following Enhanced Level 2 controls should be implemented where the nature of the operation or assessed 

biosecurity risk warrants measures beyond Level 1:

•	 A formal declaration

•	 Recent agricultural contact history

•	 Dedicated footwear or personal protective equipment where justified

•	 Vehicle cleaning where the vehicle must enter production areas

•	 Defined production and high-care areas

•	 Contractor work plans

•	 Increased supervision

5
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5.3   Level 3 Controls

Level 3 controls should be implemented where the assessed biosecurity risk has escalated beyond Level 2 and requires 

the highest level of protection and control:

•	 Pest-specific decontamination

•	 Access limited to authorised essential personnel

•	 Detailed movement logs

•	 Permits or o�icial authorisation where applicable

•	 Controlled sampling, movement and disposal

•	 Incident-command and business-continuity arrangements

NOTE:

Where a prescribed facility is not reasonably practicable, an equivalent or more e�ective risk-control measure 

may be implemented, provided that it is documented, technically defensible and does not conflict with an o�icial 

phytosanitary order.
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Movement controls 
on the farm

6.1   Zone-based movement

For the purposes of access management, the following three-zone framework may be applied and adapted to the 

layout, production system and biosecurity risks of the farm:

•	 Clean zone: Farm o�ice, reception, parking, and entry roads. Standard hygiene applies.

•	 Restricted zone: Orchards, lands, tunnels, and growing areas. Footbath, clean footwear, and hand 

hygiene are required.

•	 Propagation and high-care zone: Nurseries, mother blocks, seedbeds, medium-preparation and 

sterilisation areas, and any area holding certified or high-value planting material. Access is limited to 

essential, authorised persons under full decontamination.

6.1.1   Permanent and perennial tree crops

For farms producing permanent or perennial tree crops, a farm-specific biosecurity plan may assist in accounting for the orchard’s 

layout, operational movement patterns and long productive lifespan. The plan may include the following considerations:

1.	 Traceable and phytosanitary-verified propagation material.

2.	 Clearly identified orchard blocks, nursery areas, mother blocks and high-care areas.

3.	 Designated suspect, infested or restricted blocks where applicable.

4.	 Controlled movement of workers, contractors, vehicles, harvesting equipment and machinery between 

blocks.

5.	 Cleaning and disinfection of pruning, harvesting, sampling and maintenance equipment between farms 

and designated orchard blocks.

6.	 Routine surveillance and early reporting of unusual symptoms or pest occurrences.

7.	 Management of plant waste, pruned material, infested fruit, wood and other potential pest pathways.

8.	 Traceability of orchard activities, plant movement and pest-management interventions.

9.	 A business-continuity plan for irrigation, crop protection, harvesting, maintenance and other essential 

operations during an outbreak or prolonged regulated-area designation.

6
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Where eradication of an entire orchard is not technically, biologically or economically feasible, the response may include 

treatment, containment, restricted movement, intensified monitoring, selective removal of a�ected trees and pest-specific 

disposal measures. Such actions may be undertaken in accordance with instructions from the competent authority and relevant 

commodity-specific technical guidance.

6.1.2   Vineyards and perennial vine crops

For vineyards and other perennial vine crops, a farm-specific biosecurity plan may similarly provide for clearly identified 

production blocks, controlled movement between blocks, cleaning and disinfection of equipment, traceability of planting 

material and activities, surveillance, and the management of a�ected vines and plant material.

6.2   Recent contact with other agricultural premises

A visitor who has recently been on another farm, nursery, packhouse, or agricultural premises carries an elevated risk of 

introducing soil-borne or insect-borne pests, whatever the interval since that visit. 

6.2.1   High-risk visitors and mobile service providers

Persons who move between multiple farms, orchards, nurseries or packhouses within short periods must be treated as high-

risk visitors or mobile service providers. This category includes:

•	 Crop consultants and sales representatives.

•	 Pest and disease scouts.

•	 Harvesting and pruning teams.

•	 Machinery and spraying contractors.

•	 Irrigation and maintenance technicians.

•	 Researchers and sampling personnel.

•	 Transporters and nursery delivery personnel.

•	 Seasonal workers who have recently worked on other agricultural premises.

Before entry, high-risk visitors must disclose their recent farm or orchard visit history and any known contact with regulated, 

quarantined, infested or suspect areas. The farm operator must determine entry conditions through a risk assessment that 

considers the premises previously visited, the commodity involved, the pest pathway, the equipment carried and the farm's 

current biosecurity level.
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High-risk visitors and their employers or contracting companies must:

1.	 Ensure vehicles, footwear, clothing, tools and equipment are visibly free of soil, plant material and debris 

before arrival

2.	 Carry a suitable decontamination kit

3.	 Clean and decontaminate equipment between farms and orchard blocks

4.	 Keep a record of sites visited

5.	 Report known exposure to regulated or suspect areas before entry

6.	 Ensure employees receive appropriate biosecurity training

6.3   Crop and plant contact

•	 No visitor may handle, touch, or remove plants, plant material, or soil without explicit authorisation from the farm 

operator

•	 Visitors must not bring plants, fruit, seed, cuttings, or soil onto the farm

•	 Photographs or video for record-keeping are encouraged when a pest is suspected, but plant material must not 

be moved o� the farm except to collect a sample for laboratory testing

6.3.1   Movement and sourcing of propagation material

Propagation material, including seed, budwood, scion wood, cuttings, rootstocks, nursery trees and any other plant material 

intended for planting, must only be sourced from accredited nurseries or recognised suppliers operating under an appropriate 

plant health management, certification or accreditation system. 

Each consignment of propagation material must be accompanied by appropriate traceability 

documentation that identifies, where applicable:

1.	 The supplying nursery or production facility

2.	 The source block, mother block, batch or lot number

3.	 The plant species, cultivar and rootstock

4.	 The date of dispatch and quantity supplied

5.	 Relevant inspection, testing or treatment records

6.	 Applicable phytosanitary certificates, movement permits or declarations

7.	 Any known pest occurrence or movement restrictions applicable to the source area
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No propagation material may be introduced onto a farm without prior authorisation from the farm operator or designated Farm 

Biosecurity Responsible Person and verification of the accompanying traceability documentation. Material of uncertain origin 

or phytosanitary status must be isolated and assessed before being introduced into a nursery, mother block or commercial 

production area.

6.4   Order of work and tool hygiene

Internal workflow controls the spread of pests between areas on the same farm. Where crops are grown in more than one 

block, tunnel, or field, the following practices can be applied:

•	 Attend to the youngest, healthiest, and highest-value plantings first, and to older, symptomatic, or 

quarantined material last

•	 Carry out clean tasks before any task that disturbs soil or handles plant waste

•	 Clean or change footwear and decontaminate tools when moving between separate production areas, 

including fields, orchard or crop blocks, tunnels, greenhouses, nurseries, or other enclosed production 

houses

•	 Sterilise or disinfect cutting tools regularly, and clean and disinfect farm machinery before moving 

between fields, blocks or production areas 

•	 Keep a dedicated set of tools for any area that holds uncertified or potentially infected material, and never 

share tools between farms, or between separate blocks, without cleaning and disinfecting them first

•	 Remove and destroy dead plant material regularly, control weeds before they flower and seed, and 

manage dust around production and propagation areas, because dust carries soil and pests
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Pest and Disease Outbreak
Response

7.1   Immediate actions on suspicion of a pest or disease

For notification purposes, the following communication protocol may serve as a practical guide:

1.	 Unconfirmed suspicion: Notify the competent authority, relevant commodity organisation and diagnostic 

service. 

2.	 Confirmed non-regulated pest / disease: Communicate according to commodity-specific guidance.

3.	 Confirmed regulated pest / disease: Communicate under the direction of the executive o�icer or o�icial 

incident-management structure.

4.	 Immediate risk to neighbouring properties: issue a precautionary alert containing only the information 

necessary to reduce the risk of spread.

7.2   Access management during an outbreak

During a confirmed outbreak a�ecting the farm or a surrounding regulated area, access is governed by the directives of the 

executive o�icer. In the interim, before a formal directive is issued, access must be limited to the farm operator and essential 

permanent sta�, the executive o�icer and delegated inspection personnel, and emergency services where a risk to human life 

exists.

All visitors during this period must complete full decontamination appropriate to the applicable Level 3 sub-level (3A, 3B, or 

3C). All access must be logged with the area visited, the duration, and the reason for access. Visitors with statutory access 

rights must be informed of the farm's pest / disease status and must comply with all applicable movement-permit requirements 

before entry.

7.3   Sampling and disposal of a�ected material

Sample and dispose of material as directed by the diagnostic laboratory or the executive o�icer. As general guidance drawn 

from recognised industry schemes:

•	 Collect a representative sample. For seedlings, pull at least 20 plants at random across the tunnel or batch, pool 

them in a clean, clearly marked paper bag, keep them cool, and dispatch them to an to a laboratory accredited by the 

Department of Agriculture immediately.

•	 Remove and safely destroy a�ected plants or batches. For row crops, isolate and manage a�ected areas in accordance 

with commodity-specific guidance and applicable phytosanitary requirements.

•	 Once a pest has been confirmed, increase both the frequency of sampling, for example to monthly, and the intensity, for 

example to two samples of 20 plants per batch, until the material has tested clean for two consecutive months.

•	 Isolate and clearly flag a�ected plants to prevent cross-contamination, and keep separated material under controlled 

access.

7
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Disinfectants and
Biosecurity Products

8.1   Vehicle and equipment decontamination 

The following vehicle and equipment decontamination controls provide a risk-based guide and may be considered in relation 

to the current biosecurity level before entry into production areas:

1.	 Keep external vehicles outside production zones wherever practicable

2.	 Transfer visitors, tools, and small equipment to a clean on-farm vehicle

3.	 Remove visible soil and plant debris with a hose and suitable nozzle, a brush, a scraper, or a wash-down unit

4.	 Apply a pest-appropriate disinfectant by controlled spray, foam, mat, or another e�ective method where required

5.	 Use a wheel bath only where its design, drainage, concentration, contact time, and maintenance can be e�ectively 

controlled

6.	 Establish a designated clean and dirty machinery area for high-risk contractors and equipment

8.2   Disinfectant products and treatment methods

The following general requirements apply to the use of disinfection products:

•	 Remove all visible soil, sap, plant debris and other organic material before applying a disinfectant or 

treatment

•	 Follow the prescribed concentration, contact time, application method and replacement frequency

•	 Consider surface compatibility, corrosion, phytotoxicity, worker exposure and environmental risks

•	 Use the required personal protective equipment and follow applicable storage and disposal requirements

•	 Do not apply agricultural disinfectants to hands or skin unless the product is specifically authorised for 

that purpose

•	 During a suspected or confirmed outbreak, confirm the appropriate product or treatment with the 

relevant authority, diagnostic service or commodity organisation

•	 Maintain records of the product or treatment used, its concentration, preparation date, replacement date 

and application area

8
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Non-Compliance

Non-compliance with biosecurity requirements is a serious matter, and the appropriate response depends on whether it falls to 

the farm operator, the visitor's employer, or the competent authority to act. The following consequences may apply:

•	 Refusal to decontaminate at the entry point. The visitor may be denied access to production and 

propagation areas. For visitors with statutory access rights, the farm operator must document the non-

compliance and report it to the executive o�icer and the visitor's employer.

•	 Violation of on-farm movement restrictions. Immediate removal from the restricted area and recording of 

the incident in the Farm Access Register.

•	 False or incomplete declaration. Grounds for permanent denial of access, and referral to the visitor's 

employer and, where a pest risk has been created, to the executive o�icer.

•	 A breach that causes actual damage. The farm operator is entitled to seek civil damages and to report 

the matter to the relevant authorities where liability may arise under the Plant Health (Phytosanitary) Act 35 

of 2024.

All biosecurity breaches must be reported to the executive o�icer where a regulated pest risk exists, to AgriSA, to the relevant 

commodity organisation, and to the visitor's employer or institution. A formal biosecurity incident report may be completed and 

retained with the Farm Access Register. Reporting to AgriSA or a commodity organisation supports awareness, coordination, 

and industry assurance. 

9
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Farm Access Register

Record every person who enters the farm. Complete one row per visitor at the point of entry, and record the exit time on departure. Retain the register for a minimum of three years.

This register may be kept in hard copy or digitally, for example in a spreadsheet or a farm management system.

POPIA note: personal information must be securely stored and used only for legitimate farm management and safety purposes.

Date Name and organisation Purpose and areas to visit Recent premises visited Vehicle registration
Clean 

(Y/N)
Time In Time Out Signature

B I O S E C U R I T Y  A D D E N D U M  -  P L A N T
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Visitor Biosecurity Declaration Form

Every visitor must complete this form before entry. It is mandatory at Level 2 and Level 3, and applies at Level 1 at the discretion 

of the farm operator. The completed form is retained with the Farm Access Register for a minimum of three years.

Farm and visit details

Farm name

Current biosecurity level

Date and time of visit

Host or farm representative

1.  Visitor details

Full name

Organisation

Contact number

Vehicle registration

2. Purpose of visit

Reason for visit

Areas to be visited

3. Seven-day exposure declaration
In the past seven days, have you:

Question Yes No

Visited another farm, nursery, or packhouse?

Handled plants, plant material, or soil on other agricultural premises?

Travelled internationally or handled imported plant material?

If you answered yes to any of the above, provide details:
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4. Biosecurity confirmation

Tick to confirm that each measure has been met:

Measure Tick

Footwear cleaned of soil and passed through the footbath.

Not carrying any plants, fruit, seed, cuttings, or soil.

Hands washed or sanitised.

Wearing clean or farm-issued clothing and footwear.

Vehicle and equipment free of soil and plant debris.

I declare that the information provided above is true and correct, and that I will comply with all biosecurity requirements in 

force on this farm.

Visitor signature

Date

For o�ice use, farm biosecurity o�icer:

Access granted (Y/N)

Conditions or waivers

O�icer name and signature
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Entry checklist

Display at every farm entry point. Complete for every visitor before granting access to production areas.

Item Yes No N/A

Visitor recorded in the Farm Access Register.

Current biosecurity level communicated to the visitor.

Purpose of visit and areas to be visited confirmed.

Recent agricultural premises visited declared.

Vehicle parked in the designated area away from production zones.

Vehicle and equipment free of soil and plant debris.

Footwear cleaned and passed through the footbath.

Hands washed or sanitised.

Clean or farm-issued clothing and footwear worn or issued.

Visitor not carrying prohibited plant material or soil.

Visitor accompanied by a farm representative.

Visitor Biosecurity Declaration Form completed (Level 2 and Level 3).
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Biosecurity incident report

Complete this form for any actual or suspected biosecurity breach. Retain it with the Farm Access Register for a minimum of 

three years.

Date and time of incident

Reported by

Persons involved

Area a�ected

Nature of the breach

Category Tick

Refusal to decontaminate at the entry point.

Violation of on-farm movement restrictions.

False or incomplete declaration.

Prohibited plant material or soil brought onto the farm.

Suspected or confirmed regulated pest.

Other.

Description and action

Description of the incident

Immediate action taken

Follow-up required

Reported to

Recipient Date reported Reference

Executive o�icer (where a pest risk exists)

AgriCulture South Africa

Relevant commodity organisation

Visitor's employer or institution

Completed by, farm biosecurity o�icer:

Name and signature

Date



BIOSECURITY 

ADDENDUM

A supplementary instrument to the AgriSA Farm Access Protocol. 

This Addendum expands and operationalises the biosecurity requirements of the Protocol. 

It does not amend, replace, or supersede any provision of the Protocol.

L I V E S T O C K
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Preamble
and Purpose

This Biosecurity Addendum supplements the AgriSA Farm Access Protocol to operationalise the biosecurity provisions and 

supports consistent implementation across all farm types and access conditions. The Addendum does not alter the Protocol. 

Where the two appear to conflict, the Protocol prevails. The Addendum fills gaps and adds operational detail what the Protocol 

does not cover in full.

Every person or vehicle that enters a farm is a potential disease vector, therefore, biosecurity is not an administrative formality, 

it is a shared responsibility carried by everyone who accesses agricultural premises. Sound routine practice protects animals 

against the endemic and production-limiting diseases that e�ect farm output. The measures in this Addendum therefore apply 

at all times, not only when a disease has been declared. No person is exempt from the biosecurity requirements herein on the 

grounds of rank, urgency, or institutional a�iliation.

1
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Definitions, Glossary 

and Disease List

Term Definition

Biosecurity

Preventive and risk-management measures designed to reduce the introduction, establishment, 

and spread of infectious disease agents, pests, and other biological hazards on agricultural 

premises.

Biosecurity level
A designated risk category (Standard, Elevated, or Critical) indicating the applicable protocols for 

the farm at any given time. See Section 4.

Controlled Animal Disease

A disease listed as a controlled animal disease in terms of the Animal Diseases Act 35 of 1984. 

Controlled diseases are subject to o�icial control measures imposed by the competent veterinary 

authority, and many are listed diseases of the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH). Any 

incidence or suspected incidence must be reported to the State Veterinarian. 

Controlled zone

A geographically defined area established by the competent veterinary authority around a 

confirmed or suspected disease outbreak, within which movement of animals, persons, and 

vehicles is restricted or prohibited.

Decontamination
The removal or neutralisation of biological contaminants from persons, vehicles, equipment, and 

materials using approved disinfectants or physical cleaning procedures.

Farm Biosecurity O�icer
A person designated by the farm operator to oversee biosecurity compliance at the entry point 

and during farm operations.

Movement permit
An o�icial document issued by the competent veterinary authority authorising movement of 

persons, animals, or vehicles within or through a controlled zone.

Notifiable Animal Disease

A disease specified as notifiable in terms of the Animal Diseases Act 35 of 1984. Are diseases 

which, when they occur upon farm premises, must be notified to the State Veterinary and relevant 

Government Body. 

Perimeter

The defined outer boundary of the production area, formed by a fence in good repair or a natural 

barrier, that separates the farm from surrounding land and controls the points at which people, 

vehicles, and animals may enter.

Personal Protection Equipment 

(PPE)

Personal Protective Equipment includes, as a minimum, clean overalls, appropriate footwear, and 

gloves. Respiratory protection is required where aerosol or zoonotic risk is present.

Stand-down period

A defined interval, also known as downtime, during which a person who has been in contact 

with animals at another premises must avoid contact with susceptible animals on the farm. The 

interval allows the risk of carrying disease onto the farm to decline.

Vector
A living organism, such as a tick, mosquito, midge, fly, or rodent, that carries and transmits a 

disease agent between animals.

Visitor
Any person not permanently employed or resident on the farm who seeks or is granted access to 

agricultural premises.

Zoonotic disease
Diseases communicable between animals and human beings and which may have passed 

through intermediate hosts such as ticks, mosquitoes, midges etc. 

2
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The diseases below are the controlled and notifiable animal diseases listed in terms of the Animal Diseases Act 35 of 1984. 

Any incidence or suspected incidence of any of these diseases must be reported to the local State Veterinarian without delay. 

Where the State Veterinarian cannot be reached, the Provincial Director of Veterinary Services must be notified. The reporting 

duty aligns with the WOAH Terrestrial Animal Health Code, Chapter 1.1 (notification of diseases).

Controlled animal diseases Notifiable animal diseases

Any animal disease or infectious agent not known to occur in South Africa

African horse sickness (AHS)

African swine fever (ASF)

Anthrax

Aujeszky’s disease

Bacterial kidney disease (in fish)

Bovine contagious pleuropneumonia (CBPP)

Bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE)

Brucellosis (Brucella abortus, B. melitensis, B. canis, B. suis)

Classical swine fever (CSF)

Contagious equine metritis (CEM)

Contagious haemopoietic necrosis (in fish)

Contagious pancreatic necrosis (in fish)

Corridor disease (bu�alo disease)

Dourine

East Coast fever

Equine infectious anaemia (EIA)

Equine viral arteritis (EVA)

Equine influenza (EI)

Foot-and-Mouth Disease (FMD)

Glanders

Haemorrhagic septicaemia (in fish)

Johne’s disease

Nagana (trypanosomiasis)

Newcastle disease

Notifiable avian influenza

Porcine reproductive and respiratory syndrome (PRRS)

Psittacosis

Rabies

Rinderpest

Salmonella Enteritidis

Salmonella Gallinarum (fowl typhoid)

Salmonella Pullorum (bacillary white diarrhoea)

Scrapie

Sheep scab

Skin conditions in sheep

Swine vesicular disease

Tuberculosis (in all animals)

Bluetongue

Bovine malignant catarrhal fever (snotsiekte)

Lumpy skin disease

Rift Valley fever

Strangles

Swine erysipelas

Source: Directorate Animal Health, Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development. List of controlled and notifiable animal diseases in terms of 

the Animal Diseases Act 35 of 1984, dated 30 October 2023. Controlled and notifiable status is amended from time to time by the competent veterinary authority. 

Always confirm the current list with the State Veterinarian.
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Core Biosecurity 
Principles

The following principles govern all biosecurity requirements in this Addendum.

•	 Prevention over response: Controls must be applied before a disease event, not after signs of disease 

appear.

•	 Universal application: No visitor is exempt. Requirements depend on the farm’s biosecurity level and the 

area being accessed, not the visitor’s identity or status.

•	 Proportionality: Biosecurity measures must match the level of risk, the purpose of access, and the area 

being entered.

•	 Documentation: Every measure applied or waived must be recorded in the Farm Access Register. An 

undocumented waiver is not valid.

•	 Shared responsibility: The farm operator establishes biosecurity requirements. Every visitor is personally 

responsible for complying with them.

Biosecurity 
Levels

The three-tier biosecurity level system set out in of the Farm Access Protocol is applied in this Addendum. 

This Addendum provides additional guidance on the trigger conditions and obligations for each level.

Level Designation Trigger conditions Core obligations

1 Standard
Normal conditions. No confirmed disease in 

the district. No elevated national alert.

Standard entry logging. Footwear disinfection, vehicle 

and visitor declarations, and, disinfection of vehicle tyres, 

wheel arches and other visibly contaminated surfaces 

before entry.

2 Elevated

Disease suspected or confirmed in the 

district. National disease alert issued. 

Heightened import risk.

Full vehicle decontamination. Mandatory PPE in all 

production areas. Mandatory biosecurity declaration. 

Restricted visitor access.

3 Critical

Disease confirmed on or adjacent to the 

farm. Movement control zone active. State 

Veterinarian directive issued.

No non-essential access. Movement permits required. 

Full decontamination. State Veterinarian coordination 

mandatory. 

The farm operator must display the current biosecurity level at the farm entry point and communicate any level change to 

AgriSA, the relevant commodity organisation, and neighbouring farms and state veterinarian services within 24 hours. All level 

declarations must be retained in writing.

3

4
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Entry 
Controls

5.1   Entry point requirements

Each farm should identify and manage a designated entry point appropriate to its production system, disease risk 

and available infrastructure. At a minimum, the designated entry point should:

Be supplied with a current Farm Access Register and Biosecurity Visitor Declaration Forms.

Be secured by a gate, barrier or other suitable access-control measure when no farm representative is present.

Channel visitors and vehicles through a clearly identified access point, using existing fences, gates, 

natural barriers or signage where appropriate.

Include hand-washing or hand-disinfection facilities, or an appropriate alternative, before visitors enter 

animal production areas.

Where warranted by the farm’s production system and biosecurity risk, additional measures may include:

A designated visitor parking area situated away from animal housing and production units.

Clean or disposable protective clothing and footwear for visitors.

Hand-disinfection facilities at the entrance to individual production buildings or high-risk areas.

Facilities for sta� and visitors to shower and change into dedicated farm clothing before entering 

high-risk production units.

5
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5.2   Vehicle decontamination

Requirement Level 1 Level 2 Level 3

Vehicle and driver declaration Required Required Required

Previous farm visits declared 

(72 hours)
Required Required Required

Wheel wash Recommended Required (livestock areas) Required (all vehicles)

Vehicle undercarriage spray Not required Required (transport vehicles) Required (all vehicles)

Vehicle contents inspection At discretion Required Required

 5.3   Personal decontamination and PPE

Requirement Level 1 Level 2 Level 3

Footwear disinfected at entry 

bath
Required Required Required

Clean overalls or disposable 

coveralls
Recommended Required (production areas) Required (all areas)

Gloves Required if animal contact Required Required

Respiratory protection Not required If aerosol risk Required

Boot covers or farm boots Recommended Required (production areas) Required (all areas)

Farm operators must provide PPE where the farm's biosecurity requirements exceed what a visitor could 

reasonably be expected to carry. Disputes about PPE provision must not prevent a visitor with a lawful statutory 

right of entry from completing their statutory function.
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5.4   Biosecurity check list

Display at every farm entry point. Complete for every visitor before granting access to production areas.

Requirement Level 1 Level 2 Level 3

Visitor identity verified and 

logged
Required Required Required

Purpose of visit recorded Required Required Required

Biosecurity declaration form 

completed
Discretion Required Required

Previous farm visits 

(72 hours) declared
Required Required Required

Footwear disinfected at entry 

bath
Required Required Required

Vehicle declared and logged Required Required Required

Wheel wash completed Recommended Required (livestock areas) Required (all vehicles)

Overalls or disposable coveralls 

worn
Recommended Required (production) Required (all areas)

Gloves worn for animal contact Required Required Required

Respiratory protection worn Not required If aerosol risk Required

Movement permit presented 

(if in controlled zone)
N/A N/A Required

Escort arranged Required Required Required

Access limited to stated 

purpose and areas
Required Required Required

5.5   Biosecurity declaration form

The Biosecurity Visitor Declaration Form (Annexure B of the Protocol) is required at Level 2 and Level 3, and at Level 1 at the 

discretion of the farm operator. Completed forms must be retained with the Farm Access Register for a minimum of three years.
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Movement controls 
on the farm

6.1   Zone-based movement

Farm operators should define and communicate a minimum of three zones for access management:

•	 Clean zone: Farm o�ice, reception, and entry roads. Standard decontamination applies.

•	 Restricted zone: Livestock handling facilities, feed storage, treatment areas, and loading facilities. PPE 

required at all biosecurity levels.

•	 Biosecure zone: Intensive housing, quarantine camps, isolation areas, and breeding units. Access 

limited to essential personnel with full decontamination at all times.

Movement between zones must be authorised and recorded. Cross-contamination between zones is the primary internal 

biosecurity risk. This zone-based approach reflects the principles of zoning and compartmentalisation in the WOAH Terrestrial 

Animal Health Code, Chapter 4.4.

6.2   The 72-hour rule

Any visitor who has been on another farm, livestock market, abattoir, or agricultural premises within the preceding 72 hours 

represents an elevated biosecurity risk. The farm operator may:

•	 Require full vehicle decontamination before entry regardless of the current biosecurity level.

•	 Require a change of footwear and outer clothing before entry into production areas.

•	 Restrict the visitor to non-production areas pending satisfactory decontamination.

•	 Require a stand-down period and, where the production system warrants it, showering and a full change of 

clothing and footwear before any contact with susceptible animals.

6.3   Animal contact

•	 No visitor may handle, touch, or feed animals without explicit written authorisation from the farm operator.

•	 Veterinary professionals handling animals must comply with both the farm's biosecurity requirements and the standards 

of their professional registration body.

•	 Photographs or video of animals require prior consent and must not cause stress to the animals.

6
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6.4   Order of work and contact between groups

Internal workflow controls the spread of disease between groups of animals on the same farm. The following practices apply 

wherever animals are kept in more than one group, house, or camp.

•	 Attend the youngest and healthiest animals first, and the oldest, sick, or quarantined animals last.

•	 Carry out clean tasks, such as feeding and egg collection, before dirty tasks, such as removing manure or collecting dead 

animals.

•	 Change or disinfect footwear, and change or cover outer clothing, when moving between separate groups or houses 

where the production system warrants it.

•	 Do not share equipment between farms, or between separate groups on the same farm, unless it has been cleaned and 

disinfected first.

Disease Outbreak
Response

7.1   Immediate actions on suspicion of disease

•	 Isolate a�ected animals immediately.

•	 Contact the State Veterinarian without delay.

•	 Activate Level 3 biosecurity conditions with immediate e�ect, pending veterinary assessment.

•	 Suspend all non-essential access to the farm.

•	 Notify AgriSA and the relevant commodity organisation.

•	 Do not move any animals, animal products, or potentially contaminated materials o� the farm without written veterinary 

authorisation. Dispose of carcasses and contaminated material only as directed by the State Veterinarian, consistent with 

WOAH recommendations on the disposal of dead animals.

MANDATORY: 

Animals may not be moved from a farm where a controlled or notifiable disease is suspected or confirmed without 

written authorisation from the competent veterinary authority.

7
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7.2   Access management during an outbreak

During a declared outbreak a�ecting the farm or surrounding controlled zone, access is governed by the State Veterinarian's 

directives. In the interim period before a formal directive is issued, access must be limited to: the farm operator and essential 

permanent sta�; the State Veterinarian and delegated veterinary personnel; and emergency services where a risk to human 

life exists.

All visitors during this period must comply with full Level 3 decontamination. All access must be logged with the area visited, 

duration, and reason for access. Visitors with statutory access rights must be informed of the farm's disease status and must 

comply with all applicable movement permit requirements before entry.

7.3   Disease-specific considerations

Routine operational biosecurity is the first line of defence against disease. The diseases below are high-priority examples that 

warrant additional, specific attention. The full list of controlled and notifiable diseases, the incidence or suspected incidence of 

which must be reported to the State Veterinarian, appears in Annexure III:

Disease Key biosecurity considerations

Foot-and-Mouth Disease 

(FMD)

Strict movement control zone compliance. Movement permits required for all visitors in a 

controlled zone. Vehicles must be decontaminated with an FMD-e�ective disinfectant before 

entry and before departure. No livestock market or auction visits by any person intending farm 

access within 72 hours.

African Swine Fever (ASF)

Pig operations must apply minimum Level 2 conditions at all times regardless of declared disease 

status. No food waste or kitchen scraps on the premises. Persons who have been in contact with 

pigs at another premises within 24 hours must shower and change all clothing before entering 

pig production units.

Avian Influenza (AI)

A no-visitor policy for poultry production houses is the baseline. Wild bird contact must be 

declared. Full respiratory protection required when entering any poultry unit where AI is 

suspected. Mass mortality events must be treated as a potential AI incident until ruled out by the 

State Veterinarian.

Brucellosis

Significant zoonotic risk. Full PPE, including gloves, overalls, and eye protection, is required for 

any person assisting with calving, lambing, or handling aborted material. No raw milk may be 

removed from a Brucella-suspected premises.

Other notifiable diseases

The State Veterinarian's directives are authoritative. Farm operators must follow all movement 

control, decontamination, and access restriction measures imposed under the Animal Diseases 

Act 35 of 1984.
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Disinfectants and
Biosecurity Products

Farm operators must use disinfectants registered for agricultural use under the Fertilisers, Farm Feeds, Agricultural Remedies 

and Stock Remedies Act 36 of 1947. The following general requirements apply:

•	 Use only disinfectants registered for the specific disease risk. E�icacy varies by pathogen and product.

•	 Prepare solutions at the concentration and contact time specified by the manufacturer.

•	 Physically clean surfaces before chemical disinfection. Organic matter significantly reduces disinfectant e�icacy.

•	 Refresh footbaths at the frequency specified by the manufacturer. A contaminated or exhausted footbath provides no 

protection.

•	 Maintain a disinfectant log at the entry point recording the product name, concentration, date of preparation, and date of 

last refresh.

•	 Consult the State Veterinarian for disease-specific disinfectant selection during any declared outbreak.

•	 Where hypochlorite is used as a general disinfectant, a concentration of 0.5 percent active chlorine is regarded as 

necessary for satisfactory disinfection. Check its activity before use, as e�ectiveness declines with prolonged storage. 

These practices follow the WOAH Terrestrial Animal Health Code, Chapter 4.14 (disinfection and disinsection).

Non-Compliance

Non-compliance with biosecurity requirements is a serious event. The following consequences apply:

•	 Refusal to decontaminate at the entry point: The visitor may be denied access to production areas. For 

visitors with statutory access rights, the farm operator must document the non-compliance and report it to 

the State Veterinarian and the visitor's employer.

•	 Violation of on-farm movement restrictions: Immediate removal from the restricted area and recording of 

the incident in the Farm Access Register.

•	 False or incomplete declaration: Grounds for permanent denial of access and referral to the visitor's 

employer and, where a disease risk has been created, to the State Veterinarian.

•	 Biosecurity breach causing actual damage: The farm operator is entitled to seek civil damages and to 

report the matter to the relevant authorities where criminal liability may arise under the Animal Diseases Act.

All biosecurity breaches must be reported to the State Veterinarian (where an animal disease risk exists), to AgriSA's Rural 

Safety Centre of Excellence, and to the visitor's employer or institution within 24 hours. A formal biosecurity incident report 

must be completed and retained with the Farm Access Register (see Annexure I of this Addendum).

8
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Farm Access Register

Record every person who enters the farm. Complete one row per visitor at the point of entry, and record the exit time on departure. Retain the register for a minimum of three years.

This register may be kept in hard copy or digitally, for example in a spreadsheet or a farm management system.

POPIA note: personal information must be securely stored and used only for legitimate farm management and safety purposes.

Date Time in Time out Name and Surname Organisation
Vehicle 

registration
Purpose

Areas 

accessed

Biosecurity 

level

Authority 

verified

(yes/no)

Biosecurity 

applied 

(yes/no)

Notes
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Biosecurity Incident Report

Complete this form for any actual or suspected biosecurity breach. Retain with the Farm Access Register for a minimum of 

three years.

Field Details

Farm name

Date and time of incident

Biosecurity level at time of incident

Description of the breach

Areas of the farm exposed

Animals or production areas a�ected

Corrective action taken immediately

State Veterinarian notified (yes/no, time)

AgriSA notified (yes/no, time)

Relevant employer or authority notified 

(yes/no)

Name of Farm Biosecurity O�icer 

completing this report

Signature and date
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Visitor Biosecurity Declaration Form

Every visitor must complete this form before entry. It is mandatory at Biosecurity Level 2 and Level 3, and applies at Level 1 at 

the discretion of the farm operator. The Farm Biosecurity O�icer retains the completed form with the Farm Access Register for 

a minimum of three years.

Farm and visit details

Farm name

Farm owner or manager

Date

1.  Visitor details

Full name

Organisation

Identity number or o�icial number

Vehicle registration

Contact number

2. Purpose of visit

Purpose of visit

3. Seven-day exposure declaration
In the past seven days, have you:

Exposure Yes No

Visited a farm with a confirmed Controlled or Notifiable disease?

Visited a high-surveillance zone (10 kilometre radius)?

Attended a livestock auction, feedlot, or abattoir in an a�ected area?

Visited more than one farm in a single day?

If you answered yes to any of the above, provide details:
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4. Biosecurity confirmation

Tick to confirm that each measure has been met:

Vehicle cleaned and disinfected

Footwear disinfected

Clean overalls worn

No mixing of clean and contaminated clothing

No interaction with livestock unless authorised

I declare that the information provided above is true and correct, and that I will comply with all biosecurity requirements in 

force on this farm.

Visitor signature

Date

For o�ice use: Farm Biosecurity O�icer

Name

Biosecurity level at time of entry

Signature

Date
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