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AgriSA — Who we are and our position

Who we represent Our position

o We support the Bill in principle.

We represent a broad range of agricultural

organisations, commodity bodies and
agribusinesses across South Africa. The Bill's objectives — improved efficiency at land ports

of entry and one-stop border posts — are important for
trade facilitation and regional integration.

Our sector depends heavily on efficient and
predictable border systems — for both exports

and the import of key production inputs. We request the committee ensure the final framework

adequately addresses agricultural trade, biosecurity and
operational requirements.




Our four priority concerns

Biosecurity and
agricultural risk

The Bill does not address how
biosecurity risks will be
managed within common
control zones — including
ongoing threats such as foot-
and-mouth disease.

Regulatory complexity
and legal certainty

Applying two countries' laws
simultaneously within
common control zones may
create uncertainty for
agricultural exporters on
sanitary and phytosanitary
standards.

Perishable goods
treatment

The Bill makes no provision
for prioritised processing of

perishable agricultural goods.

Without this, key benefits of
the reform will not be
realised for agriculture.

Institutional
coordination

The Department of
Agriculture must be formally
included in the design,
implementation and ongoing
oversight of the one-stop
border post system.



01 Biosecurity and agricultural risk management

The concern

Increased cross-border movement raises the
risk of spreading animal and plant diseases.
The Bill does not address how biosecurity risks

will be managed within common control zones.

This is a particular concern given ongoing
disease pressures such as foot-and-mouth
disease.

Q Our recommendation

The Bill or its regulations should clearly provide for

strong biosecurity measures, aligned with existing
animal and plant health legislation — including
coordinated veterinary and phytosanitary controls at
all one-stop border post facilities.




QIO 02 Regulatory complexity and legal certainty

The concern Q Our recommendation

e  The Bill allows both South African law and a
neighbouring state's law to apply within
common control zones.

e Agricultural exporters and transporters require
clear, consistent rules.

o Differences in sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS)
standards between jurisdictions could create
confusion and increase compliance costs.

The committee should emphasise the need for
alignment of SPS standards and ensure that clear,

accessible operational guidelines are developed for all
users — particularly smallholder farmers and smaller
agribusinesses.




,’ 03 Treatment of perishable agricultural goods

The concern Q Our recommendation

o Agricultural goods are often highly perishable

and sensitive to even short delays. The regulatory framework should make explicit
e The Bill makes no specific provision for the provision for the prioritised processing of perishable
prioritisation of perishable goods. agricultural goods, supported by dedicated inspection
e Without prioritisation, the efficiency gains of capacity, cold-chain compatible infrastructure and

the new system may not translate to agriculture clear service standards at priority trade corridors.
— and current product losses could continue.




I@I 04 Institutional coordination and stakeholder engagement

The concern Q Our recommendation

e  The success of the system depends on
coordination between multiple government
departments and agencies.

e  The Department of Agriculture plays a critical
role in inspections and compliance, yet the Bill
does not specifically provide for its
involvement.

o Ongoing engagement with organised
agriculture is essential to ensure the system
works in practice.

The committee should ensure proper coordination

between all departments, including the Department
of Agriculture, and that structured, ongoing
engagement with organised agriculture is provided for
in the legislation or its regulations.




In summary

Q We support the Bill in principle — its objectives are O Biosecurity must be explicitly provided for in the Bill or
aligned with the needs of the agricultural sector. its regulations.

’ Perishable goods must be prioritised within the AIA SPS standards must be aligned and clear guidelines
operational framework at key trade corridors. provided to exporters and transporters.

l@l The Department of Agriculture and organised Q We request the committee adopt the Bill with due
agriculture must be formally included in governance. consideration of our recommendations.



Thank you.

AgriCulture South Africa is committed to constructive engagement with this
committee and all relevant stakeholders.

Janse Rabie

Legal and Policy Consultant, AgriCulture South Africa (AgriSA)
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