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GovERNMENT NOTICES * GOEWERMENTSKENNISGEWINGS

NO. 6123

DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY
14 April 2025

PUBLICATION OF THE DRAFT REGULATIONS OF UPSTREAM PETROLEUM
RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT ACT, 2024 FOR PUBLIC COMMENT.

I, SAMSON GWEDE MANTASHE, MP, Minister of Mineral and Petroleum Resources,
hereby publish the draft Upstream Petroleum Resources Development Act, No 23 of 2024

regulations for public comment.

Interested and affected parties are invited to submit written comments on the draft
Regulations. The aforesaid comments must be marked for the attention of Ms Stella
Mamogale and hand-delivered, emailed, or sent by post within 30 days of publication of

this notice to the following addresses:

71 Trevenna
Cnr Meintjies and Francis Baard Street

Pretoria
0001

Comments may also be sent via email to Representations@dmre.gov.za

A copy of the draﬁ*regulations of the Upstream Petroleum Resources Development Act,

\
MR SAMSON GWEDE MANTASHE

[\

DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES
DATE: 27 /3 /2025

This gazette is also available free online at www.gpwonline.co.za
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SCHEDULE
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5. Proof of tracing owner, lawful occupier or successor in title
6. Application for reconnaissance permit
7. Reconnaissance work programme
8. Report in respect of reconnaissance activities
9. Supply of data in respect of reconnaissance
10. Application for petroleum right for production

11. Application for the approval to progress to next term of petroleum right for exploration

and/or appraisal phase)
12. Application for drilling permit
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14. Submission of production data
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Emergency preparedness coordination and cooperation
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CHAPTER 4
APPEALS
37. Appeals against administrative decisions

38. Administrative penalty

CHAPTER 5

APPLICATION AND EXPLORATION FEES FOR ONSHORE AND OFFSHORE
PETROLEUM RIGHTS AND PERMITS

39. Onshore and offshore application fees
40. Onshore and offshore exploration fees

41, Short title and commencement

ANNEXURE
FORM A: APPLICATION FOR RECONNAISSANCE PERMIT

FORM B: APPLICATION FOR A PETROLEUM RIGHT FOR EXPLORATION AND
APPRAISAL

FORM C: APPLICATION TO PROGRESS TO THE NEXT PHASE OF EXPLORATION
IN A PETROLEUM RIGHT

FORM D: APPLICATION FOR A DRILLING PERMIT
FORM E: APPLICATION FOR A PETROLEUM RIGHT FOR PRODUCTION

FORM F: APPLICATION TO PROGRESS TO THE NEXT OF PETROLEUM RIGHT
FOR PRODUCTION

FORM G: APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT OF PETROLEUM RIGHT, PERMITS,
WORK PROGRAMMES, AND PLANS

FORM H: APPLICATION FOR PERMIT TO PRODUCE PETROLEUM AND CONDUCT
TESTS DURING EXPLORATION
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FORM I: APPLICATION FOR A CLOSURE CERTIFICATE

FORM J: APPLICATION FOR THE TRANSFER OF ENVIRONMENTAL LIABILITIES
AND RESPONSIBILITIES

CHAPTER 1
DEFINITIONS

Definitions

1. In these Regulations, a word or expression to which a meaning has been assigned in
the Act bears the meaning so assigned and, unless the context otherwise indicates—

“Act” means the Upstrearn Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2024 (Act No. 23 of

2024);

“certification” shall refer to the approval documentation obtained from a recognized
organization which has the necessary authority to assess if the applicant’s processes,
systems, expertise, and experience is in accordance with set standards and processes

from the standardization organization

“closure certificate” means a closure certificate issued in terms of section 84 of the
Act;
"Form™ means a document or standard form attached to the regulations as an Annexure;

“Gazette” refers to Government Gazette as defined in section 1 of the Interpretation Act,
1957 (Act No.33 of 1957),

"interested and affected party"” means a natural or juristic person or an association of
persons with a direct interest in the proposed or existing reconnaissance, exploration or
production operation or who may be affected by the proposed or existing

reconnaissance, exploration or production operation:;

“lawful occupier” means a person who lawfully controls the property subject to an

application;

“recognized organization or person(s)” refers to the person(s) or organization duly

authorized and/or qualified to provide the assessment of the processes and/or systems
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employed in executing a particular task or operation, or person(s) or organization duly

authorized to issue the certification in accordance with the requirements of the

standardization organization in question.

CHAPTER 2

PETROLEUM REGULATION

Manner of lodging application

2.(1) An application made in terms of the Act for a permit or right must be lodged with
the Petroleum Agency by submitting the prescribed Form and the prescribed

(2)

annexures, completed in a compatible electronic format to the Petroleum

Agency's official website or by delivering to the specified physical address a

printed copy of the prescribed Form and the prescribed annexures either by hand;

or by registered post.

An application contemplated in sub-regulation (1) must be accompanied by a
signed and dated detailed plan of the block or blocks to which the application

relates, in accordance with generally accepted standards, and must contain—

(a)

(b)
(c)
(d)

the co-ordinates and spheroid of the block or blocks to which the

application relates;
the north point;
the scale to which the plan has been drawn;

the location and where applicable, the name and number of the block or

blocks to which the application relates;

the extent of the block or blocks to which the application relates:

the boundaries of the block or blocks to which the application relates:
surface structures and registered servitudes where applicable; and

the topography of the block or blocks to which the application relates.
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Notice to interested and affected persons by Petroleum Agency

3.(1) The Petroleum Agency, must after acceptance of an application contemplated in

regulation 2, notify interested and affected parties of the application-

(a)

(b)

by posting a notice at the Magistrate's Court of the magisterial district in
which the land subject to the application is situated:;

by posting notices on notice boards at public libraries, municipal offices,
and traditional council offices in the municipality in which the land subject to
the application is situated:;

in the case where the land subject to the application is situated in—

(i) more than one province, by publishing a notice in a national newspaper:
(i) more than one municipality, by publishing a notice in a newspaper that
is circulated in the province where the municipalities are situated;

(iii) one municipality, by publishing a notice in a local newspaper circulated

in that municipality.

(2) The Petroleum Agency may, in addition to the notices published in terms of

sub-regulation (1), publicise the notice by way of press releases, the Internet, radio or

television broadcasts, posters or leaflets.
(3) The notices referred to in sub-regulation (1) must be published in English and at

least one other official language used by the majority of persons in the area where the

land subject to the application is situated and must include—

(a) details of the applicant;
(b) the proposed exploration or production work activities including—

(i) methods of exploration or production;

(ii)the structures and equipment that will be used;

(i) the approximate order in which the proposed activities will be carried out;
(iv) the proposed related activities; and

(v) the possible impact on the environment;

(c) an invitation to interested and affected persons to submit comments in writing

on or before a date specified in the notice, which date may not be earlier than 30

days from the date of such notice.
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(4) The Petroleum Agency must obtain and keep confirmation of the posting of the
notices contemplated in sub-regulation (1)(a) from either—

(i) the Clerk of the Court; or

(i) photographs taken by the responsible official.
(5) The Petroleum Agency must obtain and keep confirmation of the posting of the
notices contemplated in sub-regulation (1)(b) from photographs of the notice

taken by the responsible official.

Consultation with affected parties by applicant

4.(1) The applicant must by registered post notify the landowner, lawful occupier and
affected parties of the accepted application and invite comments.

(2) In addition, the applicant must publish the notice referred to in sub-regulation (1) in

the printed or electronic media, which may include press releases, the Internet,

radio or television broadcasts, posters or leaflets.

(3) The notice and invitation to consult must provide—
(a) the name of the applicant, and the name, telephone number and e-mail
address of the applicant's contact person; and
(b) must include—

(i) the location of the proposed activities, including a map that shows the location
in relation to dwellings, public facilities and nearby urban centres;

(ii)a description of the proposed activities, including the methods of exploration
and production, the structures and equipment that will be used, the
approximate order in which the proposed activities will be carried out, the
proposed related activities and the possible impact on the environment.

(4) If the applicant receives a response requesting a meeting with respect to an invitation
to consult, the applicant must make reasonable efforts to meet with the respondents.

(5) The applicant must engage with the landowners, lawful occupiers and affected
parties in good faith.

(6) The consultations must be conducted with the aim to reach agreement to the

satisfaction of both parties regarding the impact of the application.
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(7) The applicant must as soon as practicable provide each respondent with a written
reply that includes—
(a) if applicable, a summary of the meeting with the respondent;
(b) a description of the revisions that will be made to the proposed activities based
on the concerns raised by the respondent;
(c) statement advising that the respondent’s response and the applicant's reply
under this sub-regulation will be included in the written report to be submitted to

the Petroleum Agency.

Proof of tracing owner, lawful occupier or successor in title

5.The applicant must submit proof of steps taken to trace the owner, lawful occupier, or
successor in title by way of letters, e-mails, photos and any other form of document

acceptable to the Petroleum Agency.

Application for reconnaissance permit

6. An application for a reconnaissance permit must contain—
(a) a completed Form A;
(b) the full particulars of the applicant;

(c) in the case of a company, documentary proof that the applicant has obtained the
necessary authority to make the application in a representative capacity on behalf

of the company;
(d) a registered description of the block or blocks to which the application relates;
(e) a clear statement of the technical motivation;

(f) a reconnaissance work programme contemplated in regulation 7 with estimated

expenditure during the reconnaissance operations;

(g) documentary proof of the applicant's technical ability or access thereto to enable
the applicant to conduct the proposed reconnaissance survey and to mitigate and

rehabilitate relevant environmental impacts;
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(h) documentary proof of the applicant’'s ability to comply with health and safety
requirements such as the applicant’s health and safety processes and procedures

and copies of relevant certificates from recognised certification organization

(i) a description of how the applicant's technical ability will be provided by making
use of in-house expertise, contractors and consultants on the proposed

reconnaissance operation;

(j) a budget and documentary proof of the applicant's financial ability or access to

funding which may include but is not limited to—

(i) loan agreements entered into for the proposed reconnaissance

operation; and

(ii) any other mechanism or scheme providing for the necessary finances

for the proposed reconnaissance operation;

(k) a list of existing rights and permits held by the applicant to be compiled in a
table format that indicates the location with regard to the land or offshore area and

the existing right or permit number for petroleum exploration or production;

(1) a certified copy or copies of the title deed or deeds, where applicable, in respect

of the land to which the application relates: and

(m) any other information, data or documentation that the Minister may require in

connection with information required under paragraphs (a) to (j).
Reconnaissance work programme
7.(1) A reconnaissance work programme must contain—

(a) a technical motivation why the reconnaissance permit is applied for in the

area;

(b) an outline of the geological, geochemical, geophysical and other work to be

performed;

(c)technical data detailing the reconnaissance method or methods to be

implemented for the proposed reconnaissance programme;
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(d) The estimated survey size(s), and in case of sample collection, an estimated

number of and quantity of samples to be collected;
(e) an estimate of the expenditure to be incurred; and

(f) the programme for the marketing and sale of any data and conditions relating

thereto which must be limited to a maximum period of 10 years.

(2) The reconnaissance work programme contemplated in sub-regulation (1) forms part

of the reconnaissance permit where such permit is granted.

Report in respect of reconnaissance activities

8.(1) A holder of a reconnaissance permit must submit progress reports to the Petroleum
Agency, detailing progress achieved as described in the reconnaissance work

programme.

(2)A progress reports contemplated in sub-regulation (1) include the quarterly progress

report:
(a) to be submitted 30 days following the end of the calendar quarter; and

(b) the annual report which must be submitted 60 following the end of the permit or

after the anniversary date of the permit if the period is two years; or

(c) at the end of the period of the reconnaissance permit if the period of reconnaissance

activities is less than 12 months.

(3) Furthermore, during the validity of the data marketing and sale agreement, the
holder of the agreement shall submit quarterly data sales statements 30 days

following the end of each calendar quarter.

Supply of data in respect of reconnaissance

9. A holder of a reconnaissance permit must, within 60 days from the date of such data
and reports become available and in a format and medium agreed upon, supply the field

and processed data to the Petroleum Agency together with the accompanying reports as
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outlined in the latest data submission guidelines published on the Petroleum Agency

website.

Application for petroleum right for production

10.(1) An application for a petroleum right in terms of section 43 of the Act must be lodged
in accordance with regulation 2 of these Regulations and must include—

(a) a completed Form E;

(b) a letter motivating the application;

(c) an identification of whether the area is—

(i) onshore; or
(iijoffshore in shallow or deep waters;

(d) full particulars of the applicant;

(e) in case of a company or any form of business registered accordingly—

(i) documentary proof that the applicant has obtained the necessary authority to
lodge the application in a representative capacity on behalf of the company or
a registered business, as the case may be;

(i) certified copies of valid company or business registration documents;

(f) in the case of joint venture or similar arrangements, documentation of the joint
venture partners indicating that the applicant has received the necessary authority
from the joint venture partnership to lodge the application on behalf of the joint
venture partnership;

(g) where applicable, the registered description of the land to which the application
relates and the certified copies of title deeds;

(h) documentary proof of the applicant’s financial ability or access to funding which
may include—

(i) an approved budget for the proposed work programme activities;

(i) a resolution from the company or business directors committing to making
funds available to cover the costs of the work programme;

(iii) where applicable, the latest audited financial statements, compiled in
accordance with the relevant standards;

(iv) loan agreements from the company or business shareholders or from any

recognised funding or lending institutions; and
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(v) any other mechanism or scheme providing for the necessary finances or
guaranteeing the availability of funds to the applicant;

(i) documentary proof of the applicant’s technical ability or access thereto to conduct
the activities optimally and in accordance with the work programme;

(j) in cases where operations such as drilling, surveys, field development activities
and production activities will be involved, documentary proof that the applicant has
systems in place and resources to comply with health and safety requirements;

(k) a work programme indicating the activities to be undertaken during the validity
period of the petroleum right;

(I) a list of existing rights or permits held by the applicant which indicates their
location; and

(m) proof of payment of the application fee.

(2) An application for a petroleum right for production must, in addition to the
requirements set out in sub-regulation (1) include—

(a) areport on the quantified petroleum resources in the area compiled in accordance
with the requirements of the latest Petroleum Resources Management System
developed by the Society of Petroleum Engineers, American Association of
Petroleum Geologists, World Petroleum Council, and the Society of Petroleum
Engineers, clearly categorising the petroleum resources into the subgroups as
provided for in the Petroleum Resources Management System framework;

(b) an independent endorsement of the report on petroleum resources referred to in
paragraph (a) by a recognised organisation or person that has the skills to
endorse such a report;

(c) a development plan that indicates how the field or resources will be developed,
and in cases where the field or resourceswill be developed in phases, conceptual
plans for the development phases must also be provided;

(d) for phased development, the comprehensive development plan for each phase will
have to be submitted before the commencement of the development for that
phase, and if it is materially different from the development plan submitted with
the initial application for production, then an application for amending the

development plan must be lodged to amend the initial field development plan;
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(e) an independent endorsement of the development plan referred to in paragraph (c)

(i)

()

and/ or (d) by a recognised organisation or person that has skills in developing
petroleum field development plans;

a comprehensive feasibility study report that includes the technical, commercial,
and market analysis for the development concepts considered;

an indication of when a market is expected to be secured if a market for petroleum
has not been secured by the time the application is lodged;

an economic analysis report of the field containing the details on the economic
valuation of the development including the forecast or projected cash flows from
the development and the forecast or expected profitability of the development;

a time frame on when the field development is expected to commence, and when
production of petroleum is expected.

A local content plan as contemplated in section 58(3)(d) of the Act;

(k) a report reflecting the extent of compliance with the conditions of the environmental

authorization during the last term of the exploration phase; and
a report on compliance with black persons and State participation requirements as

required under section 31 and 34 of the Act, respectively.

(3) An application to progress to the next term of production in a petroleum right in terms
of section 62 (2) of the Act must be done by completing Form F and be accompanied

by the following-
(a) a detailed report on production operations including the quantities of petroleum

produced in the previous term, expenditure incurred, revenue received and profits

made;

(b) a report on the remaining quantities of petroleum and the expected production

rates;

(c) field economics report indicating the expected revenues and profitability of the

expected quantities of petroleum to be produced during the term;

(d) a report on holder's compliance with the requirements of the environmental

authorization, the rehabilitation to be completed and the estimated costs thereof ;

(e) a report on the compliance with the requirements of State participation and black

person’s empowerment;

(f) a report on the compliance with the approved local content plan;

This gazette is also available free online at www.gpwonline.co.za




STAATSKOERANT, 14 APRIL 2025 No. 52507 17

(g) a detailed production work programme for the term applied for, inclusive of
estimated costs, and where applicable, the amended field development plan.

(4) In the case of an application for a petroleum right where only exploration and
appraisal activities will be conducted, the work programme referred to in
sub-regulation 1(k) must contain—

(a) a completed Form B

(b) full particulars of the applicant;

(c) an outline of the exploration or appraisal activities to be undertaken, separated
into minimum commitment and additional or optional activities if any;

(d) a technical motivation why the activities on the work programme are proposed in
the area ;

(e) if data acquisition in the form of surveys is proposed, the estimated sizes of the
surveys;

(f) if geological or geochemical samples will be collected, the estimated quantities of
these samples;

(g) a technical description of the activities to be undertaken including surveys or
samples if applicable;

(h) an estimated budget and timeframe for the proposed activities.

(5) The work programme referred to in sub-regulation (3), if approved by the Petroleum

Agency, will form part of the petroleum right in the case where the right is granted.

Application for approval to progress to next term of petroleum right (exploration

and appraisal phase)

11.(1) An application to progress to the next term of a petroleum right in terms of section
46 of the Act must be lodged in accordance with regulation 2 of these Regulations and
must include—
(a) a completed Form C;
(b) a map drawn in accordance with the requirements of regulation 2(2) showing the
area applied for, and the relinquished area as required by the Act for each term;
(c) a letter motivating why the next term of the petroleum right is applied for;

(d) full particulars of the applicant;
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(e) a work programme contemplated in regulation 11(1)(k);

(f) a detailed report on the exploration or appraisal activities undertaken in the first
term of the petroleum right inclusive of the interpretation of the results and the
actual expenditure incurred;

(g) a detailed report on compliance with the conditions of the environmental
authorisation; and

(h) a detailed report on compliance with black persons empowerment and state

participation.

Application for drilling permit

12.(1) An application for a drilling permit must be lodged with the Petroleum Agency—

(a) by registered mail; or

(b) on the online applications portal.

(2) An application for a drilling permit must include—

(a) a completed Form D;

(b) a drilling programme inclusive of well designs, casings programme,
cementing programme, and integrity tests to be undertaken in the well;

(c) a sampling programme that includes all the sample types, quantities and
methodology;

(d) drilling rig information including the certification of operation of the drilling
rig by relevant institutions including certificates issued in terms of health and
safety legislation; and

(e) documentation to prove that the applicant has systems in place and

resources to comply with health and safety requirements.

Reports in respect of exploration phase

13.(1) A holder of a petroleum right must submit timeous accurate progress reports to

the Petroleum Agency on a monthly, quarterly and annual basis.

(2) Monthly progress reports must be submitted within 7 days of the last day of the

month.
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(3) Quarterly progress reports must be submitted within 21 days of the end of the

particular quarter of the year and must include—

(a) the employment statistics including the numbers of local and expatriate

persons employed;;
(b) information on the work completed and money expended on operations;

(c) where there has been active operations such as surveys and drilling, the
information on operations during that quarter including the number of wells

drilled and the depth of the well(s) as of the end of the quarter;

(d) the formations penetrated and particulars regarding any occurrence of
petroleum or any other mineral of potential value encountered in cases where

there have been drilling operations; and

(e) a statement reflecting rehabilitation work completed and the rehabilitation work

uncompleted.

(4) Annual progress reports must be submitted within 60 days from the anniversary

date of the license and must include—
(a) a full report of the exploration operations carried out during the year;
(b) a detailed statement of exploration expenditure incurred during the year;
(c) a description of operations planned for the following year,;
(d) a budget for exploration operations planned for the following year; and

(e) a statement reflecting rehabilitation work completed and rehabilitation work

uncompleted.

Submission of production data

14. A holder of petroleum right must submit data to the Petroleum Agency in accordance
with the latest data submission guidelines as published on the Petroleum Agency
website, not later than 60 days from the date the results or interpretation of the

information or data becomes available.
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Application for retention permit

15. (1) An application for a retention permit in terms of section 69(1) of the Act must be
lodged through a letter to the Petroleum Agency stating the reasons why the retention
permit is required, and the period it is required for and must be accompanied by the
following documentation:
(a) an economic report that shows that the produced gas cannot be commercially
developed owing to reasons that affect the commercially of the development; or
(b) in case of other petroleum such as oil or condensate, the prevailing market
conditions that would render the development of these petroleum uneconomical.
(2) The application for a retention permit must be lodged together with the application fee

specified in regulation 39.

(3) An application for renewal of a retention permit in terms of section 72(1) of the Act,
must be lodged a letter to the Petroleum Agency stating the reasons why the renewal of
the permit is required and the period it is required, accompanied by the following

documentation:

(a) In case of gas development, a comprehensive report on the search and the
attempts to secure the market for gas and other commercial challenges

encountered during the previous period of the permit; and

(b) a report of the prevailing market or economic conditions and/or outlook of these

factors based on reliable data and/or information.

(4) The application for a renewal of a retention permit must be lodged together with the

application fee specified in regulation 40.

Transferability and partitioning of rights

16.(1) To obtain the Minister's consent in terms of section 28(1) or section 30(2) of the
Act, the right holder must lodge an application by completing and submitting a letter to

the Petroleum Agency stating the reasons for partitioning the petroleum right.
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(2) An application to transfer a petroleum right or an interest in a petroleum right or an

application to partition a right must be accompanied by—
(a) certified copies of signed farm-out agreements or similar agreements;
(b) certified copies of valid company or business registration certificates;
(c) proof of financial ability of the transferee; and

(d) in the case where the transferee will be assuming operatorship of the petroleum
right or the partitioned area or block, proof of technical ability and the ability of the

transferee to comply with health and safety requirements.

Notarial execution of rights and permits

17. (1) A holder of a permit or right who is unable to notarial execute the granted permit
or right or deed of amendment within 30 days from the notification date by Petroleum
Agency, may apply for 30 days extension by sending a letter to the Petroleum Agency

highlighting the reasons for the extension required.
Manner of declaration of a discovery and submission of the appraisal programme

18.(1) The holder of a right must notify the Petroleum Agency within 5 days of being
aware that a discovery of petroleum may have been made.

(2) The notification referred to in sub-regulation 1 must include the preliminary
analysis of wellsite information that indicates that the discovery may have been
made, and include planned tests to be undertaken to confirm the discovery.

(3) The tests referred to in sub-regulation 2 must include at a minimum downhole
sampling, and can include the drill stem tests.

(4) The representative of the Petroleum Agency must be onsite when the tests
referred to in sub-regulation 3 are conducted, however, if the representative of the
Petroleum Agency cannot be onsite, then proper records of the details of process
followed in conducting the tests must be made available to the Petroleum Agency.

(5) The samples referred to in sub-regulation 3 must be analysed at a suitably

accredited laboratory, and the declaration of a discovery can only be announced
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when the laboratory results and the accompanying discovery declaration
statement have been received and approved by the Petroleum Agency.

(6) Once the declaration of the discovery has been made, the holder of a right must if
not already done so, within 100 days from the notification date referred to in
sub-regulation 1, submit the discovery report containing the details of the tests
undertaken including the interpretation thereof, and an indication of whether the
discovery is worthy of appraisal.

(7) If the holder of the right elects to appraise the discovery, it must within 180 days
from the date of submitting the discovery report or within the extended timeframe
approved by the Petroleum Agency, submit an appraisal work programme.

(8) If the holder elects not to appraise the discovery, it must in accordance with
sections 54(4) and (5) of the Act, relinquish the area encompassing the discovery.

(9) The holder of the right, can however, in accordance with section 54(7) of the Act
apply for the exemption from the requirements of section 54(4) of the Act by
sending a detailed technical motivation to the Petroleum Agency.

Application for a permit to produce petroleum and conduct well tests

19(1) An application for permission to produce petroleum and conduct tests in terms of
section 53(2) of the Act must be lodged in accordance with regulation 2(1), and must
include the following-

(a) A completed Form H;

(b) A technical motivation why the application for well tests or permit to produce

petroleum is required;

(c)A detailed well test(s) programme document including volumes or quantities of
petroleum to be produced and the type of equipment to be used;

(d) The duration of the planned tests or petroleum production;

(e) An environmental authorization where it is required; and

(f) Proof of payment of an application fee.

Application for a closure certificate
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20.(1) In accordance with applicable legislative requirements for cessation of
operations, decommissioning of the production facilities, the holder of a
petroleum must ensure that -

(a) the closure of petroleum operations incorporates a process which must start at
the commencement of the operations and continue throughout the life of the
operations;

(b) risks pertaining to environmental impacts must be quantified and managed pro-
actively, which includes the gathering of relevant information throughout the life
of petroleum operations;

(c) the safety and health requirements in terms of Upstream Health and Safety
regulations are complied with;

(d) residual and possible latent environmental impacts are identified and quantified;

(e) the land is rehabilitated, as far as is practicable, to its natural state, or to a
predetermined and agreed standard or land use which conforms with the
concept of sustainable development; and

(f) the wells or petroleum separation or production facilities are effectively
decommissioned .

(2) An application for a closure certificate in terms of section 84 (3) of the Act must be
lodged in accordance with regulation 2 (1) of these regulations and must include the
following —

(a) a completed Form I;

(b) a closure plan ;

(c) an environmental risk report; and

(d) a performance assessment report.

(3) An application for the transfer of environmental liabilities and responsibilities as
contemplated under section 84 (2) of the Act must be done by completing Form J and
be accompanied by supporting documentation indicating to whom the transfer of

environmental liabilities and responsibilities is made.

(4) The competent person to whom the transfer of environmental responsibilities and

liabilities is made must have —
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(a) have the expertise, resources and organisational abilities to
integrate risk assessment, risk management and risk financing to
ascertain the cost of environmental management;

(b) have the expertise, financial and other resources to meet his or her
obligations to carry out actions necessary to fulfil the environmental
obligations as set out under the environmental authorization; and

(c) have appropriate experience in environmental management,
petroleum exploration, development and production and in petroleum

health and safety matters.

Application for amendment for permits, work commitments, programmes and

plans

21.(1) An application for amending permits, work commitments, programmes and plans

must be lodged in accordance with regulation 2 (1) and must contain-

(a) completed Form G ;

(b) document highlighting reasons for an amendment applied for;

(c) amended plans, programmes, or document highlighting amendments applied for;

(d) if amended plans will result in increase in scope of work, then attach proof of
access to financial resources and technical ability; and

(e) health and safety documentation if the activities will require field-based work such

as surveys, drilling, development and production activities.

Submission of local content plan

22.(1) Before including the local content plan in the application for approval to progress
to the production phase, there must be a public participation process with host
communities and interested and affected parties to ensure that it addresses the relevant
needs of all relevant stakeholders.

(2) The consultation process on the contents of the local content plan must be conducted

in terms of the public participation process referred to in regulation 4(1) to (3).

This gazette is also available free online at www.gpwonline.co.za




STAATSKOERANT, 14 APRIL 2025 No. 52507

25

Contents of local content plan

23. (1)The contents of a local content plan must include—

(a) a preamble which provides background information of the upstream
petroleum operation or company in question;

(b) a skills development plan which identifies and reports on—

(i) contributions made to the upstream training trust and opportunities
provided to the beneficiaries of the Trust' bursary funding as part of the
Human Resource Development programme of the company;

(i)  the number and education levels of the applicant employees;

(iii)  the number of vacancies; and

(iv)  arecruitment, training and skills transfer plan for South African Black
persons;

(c) a career progression plan and its implementation in line with the skills
development plan and the needs of the empowerment groups;

(d) a mentorship and coaching plan and its implementation in line with the
skills development plan and the needs of the empowerment groups;

(e) an internship, artisan training or learnership, vocational training and
bursary plan targeted towards the empowerment groups and its implementation in
line with the skills development plan;

(f) the employment equity statistics and the holder's plan to achieve Black persons
participation including women, in all levels of management;

(9) provision for co-existence with fishermen’s where applicable;

(h) procurement targets and procurement progression plan and its
implementation for local and Black persons companies in terms of enterprise
development, consumable goods and services;

(i) measures to address the housing and living conditions of the holder’'s employees;

(j) measures to address the nutrition of the holder's employees; and

(k) a local economic development programme which must include—

(i) the social and economic background of the area in which the holder

operates (mostly applicable for onshore operations);
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(i) the key economic activities of the area in which the petroleum operation is
located (onshore operations);

(i)  the socio-economic impact that the petroleum project would have in the
host area and black persons;

(iv)  the infrastructure and poverty eradication projects that the operation will
undertake in line with the Integrated Development Plan of the areas in

which the operation is located; and

(v) the needs of the community or communities affected by the proposed

operation.

CHAPTER 3
PETROLEUM HEALTH AND SAFETY REGULATION

Health and safety obligations of right holder

24.(1) The right holder must take reasonable steps to prevent injuries, ill-health, loss of
life or damage of any kind from occurring at or because of the upstream petroleum

operations.

(2) The right holder may entrust the functions contemplated in sub-regulation (1) to any

qualified operator who must perform such functions subject to the control and directions

of the right holder.

Duties of operator

25. (1) The operator appointed in terms of section 104 of the Act must—

(a) ensure that all activities carried out in and around the petroleum facility are
conducted in a manner that does not pose any risk to the health and safety of

employees and other persons at the facility;
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